


North tells jury he lied 

WASHINGTON (R) — OBvcr North testified Friday that he Bed to 
Coagren sad shredded gOTtn m rot documents to cover sp his role to the 
Iran-oontn affair. North told a federal jury that be Bed about his role in 
getting aid to the Nicaraguan coetro rebels at an Aligns! 1986 meeting with 
toembos of the House of Representatives ateffigence commtitee. The find 
.White House afcfe also said beitatdded top-secret documents at the Reagan 
■dmhdstratioii National Security Cocmdl (NSC), after his former NSC boss 
Robert McPariane told him to da so* “Did yos tefl the troth at that meeting 
on Aag.fi, 1986?” defence lawyer Brendan Saffinn asked North dnrtog Us 
second day of testimony ai Us Iran-contra triaL “No," said North. “L„ 
wait fario the meeting not bettering k would be Illegal not la taB Confess 
fl>e truth, aid that’s why (didn’t think the inerting would be a good idea.” 
The sesrion with the Howe of Representatives Inteffigeoce Committee was 
to the White Boose a H natfo p room. The former White Howe aide said 
thea-National Security Adviser John Poindexter told Unu "You go to the 
meeting wito them, h’smformaL” North saki; “I (& Hkr a pawn in a chess 
8™“ being played by giants,” (Early story on page 8) 



U.N. to beef up Namibia force 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — U.N. officials said Friday the size of a 
peacekeep ing force to Namibia woald doable over the weekend to an effort 
to stop fighting in the embattled Southwest African territory. Secre tary- 
General Javier Item de CocBar, meanwhile, prepared to brief the Secarity 
fnmwfl on the latest developments in Namibia, where Sooth African-led 
security forces and Mack nationalist fighters have fought the past week. 
“The Mo tt aygawd is actively pursuing the restoration of the cease- 
fire” that broke down Apffl 1, the Gist day of the Namibian independence 
pin, U.N. spokesman Francois Giuliani said- At least 261 fighters of the 
Soolh-West Africa People’s Organisation and 28 Sooth African-led security 
force members have been killed to the seven days of fi ghting , according to 
Namibian pofice (see page 8). The world bod; has been severely criticised 
by African natinne and the Non- Aligned Movement for having only 

abort 900 troops to Namibia so far, not enough to bead off dashes between 
SWAPO aid die secarity forces. The U.N. Transition Assistance Group 
(UNTAG) was sent to Namibia to monitor a one-year plan to organise an 
independent Made majority-ruled government, ending 74 years of South 
African rule. 
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Al Hussein attends 
prayers, receives 
Ramadan greeting 



His Majesty King Hussein, along with Prime officials, attends Friday prayers at the King 

Minister Zaid Rifai, Upper House of Parliament Abdullah Ibn AJ Hussein Mosque in Amman 

Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi and other senior (Petra photo) 


Meetings planned 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein attended, 
Friday prayers at the King 
Abdullah Ira Al Hussein Mos- 
que at Abdali and listened to 
sermons delivered by Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs Minister 
Sheikh Abdul Aziz Al 
Khayyat, who congratulated 
the King and the Arab and 
Muslim nations on the occasion 
of the beginning of the holy 
month of Ramadan. 

The minister outlined the be- 
nefits of fasting and said it was 
aimed at enabling Muslims to 
endure difficulties and be pa- 
tient. Khayyat praised King 
; Hussein’s relentless efforts to 
rally Arabs and to unite their 
ranks. 

Attending the prayers were 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai, Up- 
per House of Parliament 
Speaker Ahmad Al Lawzi, 
Royal Court Chief Field Mar- 
shal Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker, 
King Hussein's special advisor 
Amer Khammash, Chief 
Chamberlain Prince Ra’d Ibn 


Zaid, Cabinet ministers. Chief 
Islamic Justice Sheikh Moham- 
mad Muheflau and senior gov- 
ernment officials. 

Ramadan congratulations 

King Hussein Friday received 
congratulatory cables from Sy- 
rian President Hafez Al Assad 
and Arab League Secretary 
General Chadli Klibi on the 
occasion Of the be ginning of 
Ramadan. 

On Thursday, the King re- 
ceived telephone calls from Ira- 
qi President Saddam Hussein 
and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. Both leaders con- 
veyed Ramadan congratula- 
tions to the King and ex- 
changed views with him on 
issues of concern to the Arab 
World. 

King Hussein also called 
King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz of 
Saudi Arabia and North Yeme- 
ni President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh and exchanged congra- 
tulations and views with them 


on current Arab developments. 

A statement from the 
Royal Court said Friday King 
Hussein also received cables of 
good wishes from heads of 
state of Arab and Islami c coun- 
tries on the occasion of 
Ramadan. 


In Cairo, President Mubarak 
announced that he would meet 
with King Hussein and Pales- 
tine President Yasser Arafat in 
the course of ongoing consulta- 


tions among the three leaders 
and prior to the King’s April 19 
visit to the United States. 

Mubarak, who returned to 
Cairo from a visit to the United 
States Thursday, described his 
talks with President George 
Bush as highly fruitful. 


Bush 
pledges 
help to 
find 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
U.S. President George Bnsh 
pledged U-S. help towards a Mid- 
dle East peace settlement Friday 
and described the situation in the 
troubled region as marginally im- 
proved. 

Referring to a plan by Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir to 
hold elections among Palestinians 
in the occupied territories, the 
president said: “In the Middle 
East a little step sometimes can 
- ’ be fruitful. I think the climate is 
Z'?s better than it has been.” 

But in response to a question in 
the White House press room. 
Bush suggested it was too early to 
consider a trip by him to the 
region to try to resolve the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

“If I personally can be he^rful I 
am going to do it,” Bush said. 

But. he added, “it is not a time 
when a lot of high visibility mis- 
sions on the part of the president 
can be helpful in the process.” 

Shamir presented the proposal 
Thursday to Bush. At a news 
conference, he ruled out interna- 
tional inspectors for the ballot- 
ing. Still, Secretary of State 
James Baker said he was encour- 
aged about Middle East pros- 
pects. 

“I think the important thing is 
that his proposal comes with 
something that can be worked 
with,” Baker said Thursday. “It 
offers us an opportunity to 
perhaps move the peace process 
forward. And I think that’s en- 
couraging.” 



George Bush 


On Friday, Bush also urged 
Israel to trade more occupied 
territory for peace and said it was 
up to both sides to decide 
whether the Palestine liberation 
Organisation (PLO) should play 
a role in solving the conflict 
Reporters asked Bush if he was 
nudging Shamir in a speech 
Thursday when he called on 
Israel to end its “sovereignty” 
and occupation in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

“What I was signalling is that 
the territory that has been ceded 
for peace is not the end. It simply 
isn’t,” he said. 

Asked about the PLO’s role. 
Bush said: “I think the answer is 
to get on with the elections and 
we haven’t fully resolved who 
exactly is going to have a role. 
But I think that is a matter to be 
determined between the parties. 

“The PLO has people living on 
the West Bank as you know, and 
we want to see elections that are 
free and fair there.” 

Bush gave his qualified en- 
dorsement of the principle of 
holding elections after discussing 
the idea with Shamir at the White 
House. At the same time, the 
president emphasised that Israel 
eventually must relinquish the 
land it occupied in the 1967 war. 


Afghan rebels ignore 
Kabul’s ceasefire call 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — Afghan “all the Mujahedeen are ordered 
rebels ignored a unilateral cease- to intensify their operations on 
fire called by the ruling commun- military installations during this 
- 4 ists ami d reports of continued holy month and to destroy the 

q?'* fighting around the eastern city of centres of the enemy.” 

Jalalabad. Speaking through the Afghan 

w Rebel sources said the Mujahe- News Agency, a rebel organ, 
p, deen rejected yet another cease- Mohammad Nabi Mohaimnadi 
- * fire call by the government. said the ceasefire offer comes as 

Afghanistan Presklent Najibul- “the Mujahedeen are on the 
la announced a unilateral end (o verge of a victory and it has no 
fighting Wednesday, the eve of other purpose but to reinforce the 
tlie holy month of Ramadan. The demoralised soldiers.” 
ceasefire announcement, rebel Govern me nt positions around 
sources said, was a propaganda ^ country’s third-largest city of 
Pty- Jalalabad, 75 kilometres west of 

Najihulla has announced sever- the Pakistan border. 
a! c e ase fi re s in the part, none of The offensive began March 6 
which has been accepted by the and was touted as a test of rebel 
rebels. The Mujahedeen have strength following the final with- 
promised to fight until Soviet drawal of Soviet troops from 
troop* left Afghanistan and the Afghanistan, 
government in Kabul felL Guerrilla commanders, have 

Moscow pufled tfre last of its said Mujahedeen strength lies in 
troops out Feb, 25. its irit-and-rnn tactics not conven- 

Tbe defence minister c£ a pro- tionai assaults. The majority of 
'dsmnalgovernstoiKfetapbyifae Afghanistan’s countryside is 
rebels saki in a news release that under rebel control 


PLO scoffs at Shamir’s 
‘new’ elections proposal 


BRAZZAVILLE, Congo (AP) 
— Palestine President and Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) C hair man Yasser Arafat 
Friday rejected an Israeli propos- 
al that has U.S. support for elec- 
tions the occupied territories, 
calling it “inappropriate, as 
usual.” 

On the second day of a two-day 
trip to Congo, Arafat said Israeli 
Prime Minister Yizbak “Shamir’s 
statement in Washington is in- 
appropriate, as usual. ... All 
oppressors in the world have used 
the same language.” 

Shamir proposed that Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip choose representatives to 
talk to Israel about establishing 
“autonomy” as a holding mea- 
sure, leaving discussion on the 
ultimate fate of the region until 
later. 

Arafat reiterated the Arab call 
for an international peace confer- 
ence on the Middle East, with the 
participation of the five perma- 
nent members of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council and all concerned 
parties, including the PLO. 

“Until the ultimate victory, the 


uprising of the populations of the 
Gaza and West Bank will con- 
tinue through the intifada, the 
symbolic stone with which the 
Palestinian David will slay the 
giant Israeli Goliath,” Arafat 
said. 

Several other senior PLO offi- 
cials also rejected the proposal by 
Shamir for elections in the occu- 
pied territories, saying it con- 
tained nothing new. 

“The formula which Shamir 
has brought is the old shabby 
doth of Camp David which he is 
trying to market as the latest 
fashion of Yves Saint Laurent,” 
said Yasser Abd Rabbo, referring 
to the Egyptian-Israeli peace 
accords of 1978. 

Rabbo, a member of the PLO’s 
executive committee, described 
the election idea as “the code 
word of Shamir for the continua- 
tion of the occupation.” 

“He is trying to draw attention 
away from the main problem — 
the right of self-determination for 
the Palestinian people," Rabbo 
added. 

Sal ah Khalaf, number two in 
the main PLO group Fateh, de- 


scribed Shamir's plan as a “great 
deception" • 

. “We are ready to accept elec- 
tions if the Israeli army withdraws 
from the occupied territories and 
is replaced with international' su-_ 
pervision. We are confident that 
all the Palestinian people support 
the PLO,” he said. 

Khalaf described Shamir’s 
proposal as a manoeuvre de- 
signed to kill the 16-month upris- 
ing in the occupied territories and 
said the Israeli premier’s hope of 
reviving Camp David was useless. 

“Even Egypt says that Camp 
David is now dead. So what 
Camp David is he trying to re- 
vive? If we wanted to be part of 
Camp David we would have 
accepted it 10 years ago,” he said. 

Both Rabbo and Khalaf ex- 
pressed disappointment at Bush’s 
qualified support for Shamir’s 
proposal. 

Israel meanwhile urged the 
United States, the Soviet Union* 
and Europe Friday to pressure 
the PLO into allowing elections 
in the occupied territories, but 
Jewish settlers expressed fierce 
opposition to the proposal. 


Warsaw turns to reforms 


WARSAW (Agencies) — The 
Polish parliament Friday 
approved a package of laws 
introducing radical political re- 
forms and opening the way for 
quick legalisation of the Sofi- 
darity trade onion. 

The six laws embodied con- 
stitutional and political 
changes agreed by the com- 
munist government and the 
Solidarity-led opposition in 
talks (hat ended two days ago. 

The 460-member Sejm over- 
whelmingly approved the laws 
after a brief debate. The gov- 
ernment rushed (o tie up an 
historic deal with the opposi- 
tion in the hope of extricating 
Poland from stagnation and 
crisis. 


V. 


According to a final docu- 
ment n gnirf at the talks, the 


changes put Poland on “the 
beginning of the road to par- 
liamentary democracy.” 

None of the laws received 
less than 304 votes. The max- 
imum number of dissenting 
votes and abstentions was 14 
and 71 — on a law liberalising 
the right to form associations 
and political chibs. 

An amended trade union law 
restoring union pluralism and 
enabling Solidarity to apply for 
legal registration after a seven- 
year ban was approved 339-4 
with 43 abstentions. 

In a surprise move, typifying 
the reform spirit, independent 
deputy Ryszard Bender prop- 
osed that the Sqm change the 
state's name (tom the “The 
Polish People’s Republic” to 
the simpler pre- World War H 


version, “The Republic of Po- 
land.” 

“If we don’t pass this change 
today, the next Sejm... will,” 
Bender said. “The nation will 
not agree any longer with the 
strange-sounding name of the 
state imposed during the 
period of Bienit-Stafinist dis- 
tortions.” 

He was referring to the now- 
discredited Boleslaw Btenxt, 
the loyal Stalinist who led Po- 
land from 1947 until his death 
in 1956. 

After a recess in which Ben- 
der consulted with parliament 
leaders, he agreed to withdraw 
his motion and let It be referred 
to a special commission that 
would consider further changes 
in the Polish constitution. 


India tables c destabilisation’ plot 


NEW DELHI (R) — Four Sikhs 
were charged in court Friday with 
using Pakistani aid to mastermind 
a plot to overthrow the Indian 
government and create commun- 
al unrest. 

The plot included the assas- 
sination of Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi, according to a list of 
charges filed against the four in a 
Delhi court by the government of 
her. son, Rajiv Gandhi. 

The four — Simranjit Singh 
Mann, Attinder Pal Singh, Dalip 
Singh and Jagmoh3n Singh Tony 
— were accused of sedition and 
waging war against the nation in a 
case that is expected to become a 
key issue in general elections. 

The polls are due by the end of 
the year. 

Mann, a former police officer, 
batched the conspiracy in July, 
1984, and sought the assistance of 
unnamed foreign agencies in pur- 


suit of his aims, the government 
charge-sheet said. 

Mann, Attinder Pal and Tony 
had written a letter to Pakistani 
President Mohammad Zia U1 
Haq seeking his country’s in- 
tervention in Punjab, the charge- 
sheet said. Zia died in a plane 
crash last August. 

Attinder Pal is believed to have 
planned the hijacking of an Indi- 
an airliner shortly before Mrs. 
Gandhi was shot dead by two 
Sikh bodyguards in October, 
1984. He was also involved in 
bomb blasts in Delhi last year. 

He crossed into Pakistan after 
Mrs. Gandhi’s murder and was 
given a free hand in persuading 
Sikh youths already there to 
“take up aims against the govern- 
ment of India and create anar- 
chy,” the charge-sheet added. 

In January, the government 
hanged Satwant Singh and Kehar 


Singh for their involvement in the 
murder. 

Tony and Dilip Singh are both 
lecturers in Bombay colleges, 
while a fifth accused, Rattan 
Singh, died before the charges 
were finalised, a government 
spokesman said. 

The charges were filed by a 
special investigating team, which 
helped Justice Manharlal Thak- 
kar probe charges of a conspiracy 
behind the murder of Indira 
Gandhi. 

The Thakkar commission re- 
port was made public last month 
after the opposition accused the 
government of hiding the truth 
behind Gandhi’s murder and 
shielding her key aide, Rajinder 
Kumar Dhawan. 

Dhawan, named by Thakkar as 
a posable suspect in the conspira- 
cy, joined Rajiv Gandhi’s staff 
two months ago. 


Protesters battle 
troops at Al Aqsa; 

at least T 2 injured 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Agencies) — 
Israeli police firing tear-gas and rubber 
bullets battled stone-throwing Palestinians 
Friday at the Haram Al Sharif complex, one 
of Islam’s holiest shrines. 


At least 12 people were injured 
in the fighting erupted at Al Aqsa 
Mosque after a policeman on a 
rooftop observation point fired 
■rubber bullets at a group of 
Palestinian protesters burning 
Israeli flags and stoning police. 

As the gunshots echoed across 
the walled courtyard, hundreds of 
angry Palestinians pelted the 
pofice post with stones, sending 
policemen and journalists run- 
ning for cover, witnesses said. 

Five policemen and Austrian 
television cameraman Wolfgang 
Scheidl. 47, were injured by 
stones. The cam eras of other 
photographers were smashed in 
the barrage. 

Police responded by firing 
dozens of rounds of tear-gas and 
injured three protesters with rub- 
ber bullets, hospital staff said. 

Three Israelis were hit on the 
head by rocks flying over the 
ramparts from the shrine. Wor- 
shippers and tourists fled in panic, 
from the stones and spreading 
clouds of tear-gas. witnesses said. 

Police said some of the 37 
protesters arrested were from the 
-distant Gaza Strip and the protest 
seemed to have been planned by 
the Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas). 

The movement’s leaflets had 


been passed among the 25,000 
worshippers who packed Al Aqsa 
and the Dome of the Rock for 
prayers on the first Friday of 
Ramadan. 

The fighting, which lasted ab- 
out 45 minutes, was the most 
serious violence at the sensitive 
holy place for more than a year. 

Residents of the walled Old 
City said many children and old 
people were overcome by tear- 
gas fumes. 

In the occupied West Bank, 
troops opened fire on Palestinian 
demonstrators outside Hebron's 
Ibrahimiya Mosque, wounding 
three with live ammunition and 
one with rubber bullets, staff at 
die town’s Alia Hospital said. 

Palestinian sources said Jewish 
settlers stoned Arab vehicles in 
the town and Palestinians hurled 
stones in response. Soldiers had 
now clamped a curfew on the old 1 
town, they said. 

Palestinian sources also re- 
ported dashes between Palesti- 
nians and troops in Nablus, the 
West Bank's largest city, and 
Askar and Fawwar refugee 
camps. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, the 
army dosed two schools run by 
the United Nations after pupils 
dashed with troops, staff said. 


Israeli lawyer Felicia Langer. 
who specialises in defending 
Palestinians, accused police 
pathologists of manipulating local 
media by selectively leaiung a 
report on two Palestinians who 
died in Israeli prisons. 

Israel Radio said Scottish 
pathologist Dr. Derek Pounder 
had concluded that Mahmoud Al 
Masri. found dead in the inter- 
rogation wing of a Gaza hospital 
last month, died of a perforated 
ulcer and Ibrahim Matur hanged 
himself in Hebron jail last year. 

Families of the dead men in- 
vited Pounder to the occupied 
territories as part of their cam- 
paign to prove the prisoners died 
after mistreatment by secret ser- 
vice interrogators. 

Langer told Reuters that 
Pounder's examinations so far 
confirmed that Masri died of a 
perforated ulcer but it was possi- 
ble that the ailment was brought 
on by beating. 

“Even the official report 
showed he had been beaten all 
over his body... we don't yet 
know if it was perhaps the blows 
that burst the ulcer ‘or if he 
received proper treatment after- 
wards.” she said. 

Langer also said there were 
many questions regarding 
Matur's death. 

On Thursday, Israeli troops 
shot and wounded at least 16 
Palestinians. 

Also Thursday, Salem Ismail 
Salah, 27, of the West Bank 
village of Deir Salah near Beth- 
lehem, died of head wounds 



Little Beirut children injured in the latest spasm of violence wait their turn at a hospital quite oblivious 
to their mothers’ anguish 


Uneasy Beirut truce 
wobbles, but holds 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The peo- 
ple of Beirut sandbagged battle- 
scarred homes Friday, fearful 
that a shaky truce had brought 
only a brief respite from savage 
urban war. 

AH sides predicted that 
Wednesday night’s truce, which 
broke down Thursday, would not 
hold. Frantic residents used the 
lull to put out fires and shore up 
bomb shelters. 

There were reports of gunners 
fixing Howitzer shells into Leba- 
non's Christian enclave Friday, 
violating the ceasefire. 

A police spokesman said eight 
Soviet-designed 130-millimetre 
shells slammed into sandy 
beaches near the port of Jounieh 
north of Beirut at 3:30 a.m. (0130 
GMT). 

The spokesman, who cannot be 
named in line with standing roles, 
said three other shells exploded 
near the suburb of Hadeth of 
Beirut's sotheastem edge at 2:55 
p.m. (1255 GMT). 

He said the situation was one 
of “no total war and no total 
peace, until further notice.” 

“We are buying more sandbags 
to protect our babies from this 
crazy shelling," one Beiruti said. 

Sandbags were selling for 150 
Lebanese "pounds (about 30 U.S. 
cents). 


Nearly 159 people have been 
killed, over 560 wounded and 
tens of thousands have fled since 
Beirut was subjected to a 24-day 
cross-city artillery war, one of the 
most horrific chapters in 14 years 
of civil strife. 

The truce call came from Arab 
League mediators, seeking ways 
to end a constitutional crisis 
which has left Lebanon without a 
head of state and with a divided 
government and army. 

Political sources said the cease- 
fire would only hold if army chief 
Michel Aoun lifted his blockade 
of militia ports and revived a 
truce committee which used to 
serve as a point of contact 

Atiun, in an interview in the 
French daily Le Figaro, dismissed 
the truce as a Syrian bluff and 
said his forces would use any 
means to fight Syria's military 
presence in Lebanon. 

Aoun, trained in a French 
military academy, said he hoped 
for military aid from Paris. 

Aoun who heads the military 
cabinet in Lebanon's dual gov- 
ernment has demanded the with- 
drawal of Syrian troops 

He also has urged all Lebanese 
factions to meet in Lebanon and 
discuss a settlement to the 14- 
year-old civil war. 

Nabih Bern, who heads the 


mainstream Shi'ite Amal militia, 
rejected Aoun’s offer and urged 
the Syrians to maintain their 
troops in Lebanon. 

“The Syrian forces in Lebanon 
are a guarantee for the nationalist 
factions against attacks by Israel 
and its allies,” Beni told repor- 
ters. 

“The problem is in the Maro- 
nite-dominated political system 
which we reject. Even tf the 
Syrians withdrew, we will not 
have an agreement with Aoun,” 
added Bern. 

Parliament Speaker Hussein 
Husseini told a news conference 
Friday he would be willing to 
form a committee of Muslim and 
Christian parliamentary deputies 
to draw up constitutional re- 
forms. 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

Welcomes customers ev- 
ery evening during the 
Holy month of Ramadan 
except on Mondays. 

Tel: 660250, 681205 
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U.N. running out of 
food for Afghan needy 


KABUL (R) — An operation to feed the needy in 
war-ravaged Afghanistan, where most people live on 
the breadline, is fast running out of food, U.N. 
officials said Friday. 


Diplomats blamed delays in 
rushing food to Kabul mostly on 
the rival attitudes of the super- 
powers towards the pro-Soviet 
Afghan government. 

Leon de Riedmatten, head of 
Operation Salam, the U.N. pro- 
ject responsible for distributing 
food in Afghanistan, told Reuters 
in an interview the aid would -last 
only unto the end of April. 

“There is not enough food in 
stock belonging to the United 
Nations. With present stocks we 
can continue helping the needy 
until the end of April," he said. 

The United Nations has distri- 
buted on average five tonnes of 
flour and 1.5 tonnes of sugar per 
day in Kabul since the beginning 
of Maidi, providing food for 
12,000 of the poorest families in 
the capital. 

"We cann ot feed everybody. 
There ore hundreds of thousands 
of famili es which need held/’ he 
said. 

Ten years of war have wrought 
havoc on Afghanistan, where 
Mujahedeen rebels are battling to 
topple the government of Presi- 
dent Najibullah. Large areas of 
the country are either ruined or 
held by the rebels, making it 
impossible to farm or raise lives- 
tock. 

The result is large-scale pover- 
ty with most families feeding only 


on bread and onions, Afghanis- 
tan’s traditional staples. 

Two thirds of all the children 
are malnourished and infant mor- 
tality is die highest in the world. 

De Riedmatten said almost all 
the food distributed so far bad 
come from the Soviet Union, 
which has supplied the U.N. 
office with 360 tonnes of flour, 
wheat and sugar. 

The only Western contribution 
came when an Ethiopian airliner 
flew in 26 tonnes of relief supplies 
on Feb. 26. 

The airlift came to a swift end 
with airline companies citing 
security risks in flying into a dty 
regularly blasted by rebel 
rockets. 

However, Kabul Airport is still 
open and Soviet Aircraft roar in* 
non-stop with food and military 
supplies for the beleaguered gov- 
ernment. 

Diplomats blamed the halt in 
Western supplies of aid on poli- 
tical considerations, saying 
Washington and its Western allies 
believe that sending supplies 
would be tantamount to propping 
up the government. 

All Western nations closed 
their embassies in Kabul after the 
last Soviet troops left Afghanis- 
tan on Feb. 15, fearing inadequ- 
ate security for their envoys. 

Kabul denounced the decision 


as a political ploy to undermine 
the government. The Western 
embassies are under guard and 
sheep and cows graze around the 
compounds. 

The diplomats also say a bnge 
stock of food on the Soviet bor- 
der is not being released to die 
United Nations because Moscow 
is reluctant to let Operation 
Salam control its distribution. 

There are at least 154,000 ton- 
nes of essential supplies on the 
Soviet-Afgban border by the 
Amu-Darya River awaiting trans- 
fer to Kabul, the diplomats say. 

Guerrilla ambushes and bad 
weather often make it impossible 
to ship tire supplies on the Salang 
Highway, Kabul's lifeline from 
the Soviet Union. 

The world has. promised 
Afghanistan almost' $900. milli on 
in food aid and reconstruction 
projects, with Moscow commit- 
ted to providing two-thirds of that 
figure. 

Blast in Kabul 

Meanwhile soldiers said Friday 
sabotage was to b lam e for an 
explosion in Kabul Thursday that 
destroyed 12 fuel trucks. 

The fuel trucks had just arrived 
in Kabul along the Salang High- 
way from the Soviet Union when 
the blast ripped through the de- 
pot sending a huge column of 
smoke over the dty. 

Officials said Thursday the de- 
pot was hit by a rocket fired from 
Mujahedeen rebel positions. 


Rebels accuse Iran of executing 
political prisoners on drug charges 


NICOSIA (R) — An Iranian 
opposition group said Iran has 
’executed scores of political pris- 
oners in public this year on 
tramped up drugs charges. 

The Iraq-based Mujahedeen 
Khalq said 31 political prisoners 
were executed in Tehran between 
January and March, two in Amol 
dty in February and 11 in Karaj 
dty in March, ail after being 
convicted of drug trafficking. 

It said in a statement Thursday 
that 200 political prisoners were 
executed in Hamedan dty in re- 
cent months, many of them also 


for supposed drag trafficking. 

Many of those executed were 
Mujahedeen supporters, the 
group said in the statement re- 
ceived in Cyprus. 

Iran's News Agency IRN A said 
Thursday that 379 traffickers had 
been executed nationwide sure 
January, some of them in public 
squares. 

Iran hanged 66 drug dealers 
Thursday. 

Thursday's executions took 

E lace in Tehran, where 17 were 
anged, and 19 other cities 


around the country, IRNA re- 
ported. 

Some of the han g in g s were in 
public squares and some behind 
prison walls. IRNA did not give 
details. 

Tehran Radio monitored in 
Cyprus Wednesday quoted Pro- 
secutor-General Mohammad 
Mousavi Khoeiniha as saying 
“the executions will continue as 
long as even a single dealer is left 
in the country.” 

Four armed robbers were also 
hanged Thursday, IRNA re- 
ported. 


WIN! A TRIP TO BANGKOK 

FOR TWO 
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Yet another victim of Israeli atrocities 


BETHLEHEM, occupied West Bask (AF) — As 
Israeli soldiers chas e d dem onstrators Thursday, a 
tteutenant wito a busty moustache kndt and fired 
at a PalcstiBSaa youth in Mae jeans and white 
sneakers. The youth fell, Mood coming fadn his 

The victim, 17-year-old Disbond Kbaled Nassar 
of Bethlehem, later .was reported to be mcoo- 
srions and in critical c ondi ti on with two .bold 
wounds to the head, accwtfing to doctors at 
Makassed Hospital in Jerusalem. 

There are scenes of violence rfmost daily ha the 

16 -tnonfo-okl Palestinian uprising in the West 
Ronfr and Gaza Strip. Both Palestinians and 
Israelis have suffered. 

This time, the soldiers opened fire in front of 
reporters and photographers. The use of five 
ammunition against a fleeing person dn seemed 
to conflict with army regulations. 

The inddent began when tour soUfen in a jeep 
rounded a corner into the demonstration and 
opened fire with rifles when they were met with a 
barrage of several dozen rocks and bo ttles. A 
fn piain in dark glasses fired from the driver’s 
seal. 

Israeli and foreign photographers and a young 
Arab boy wheeling a bicycle — who was not part 
of the protest — dived for cover. 

Then the soldiers, stiH firing, began chasing the 
fleeing demonstrators through the surroundiiig 
streets. Three of the troops beaded down a road to 
the west. The fieutrramt ran after Nassar on a 
street to the east. 

Unlike most of the others fleeing, Nassar had no 
scarf covering Ins face. He wore a green sweater 
,inng with ft* jeans sneakers. 

After roundmg the corner from the square, the 
lieutenant kndt with one knee on the du sty 
pavement, amid straws from a roadblock p la ced 
by the protesters. He aimed. Two shots could be 
heard. 

About 40 metres away, Nassar was knocked to 
the ground. Blood Bowed from behind his right 
ear. 

“They’ve got a casualty,” the beutenant 
shouted. 

“The li euten a n t, who appeared to be in his late 
30s, chased away a reporter and a teievzsks crew 
who moved toward the stricken youth. He then 
joined another officer shooting at y oaths running 
down another na rrow stree t in Bethlehem's Mad- 
basa Quarter. 

Residents along the street picked up Nasser’s 


Bmp body and drove it to nearby Bek Jala 
Hospit a l Doctors ordered h&m transferred to 
Ja inkrt better-equipped Makassed, about 16 
kflomefres away. 

Doctors said Nassar was hit with two Bve 
rounds. None of the soldiers was reported injured 
in the barrage of rocks and bottles. 

An army spokesw oma n confirmed that one 
youth was woun d e d in a violent co nfr ontation 
with soldhn. 

“An initial investigation in the field shows tint 
no Bve ammunition was fired. We arecoBtfashg, 
to investigate,” die said on condition of anonym- 
ity in keepibg with the army regulations. 

An official In the army spokesman's office, who 
agreed to di sc uss army ngnbtions on firing at' 
demonst r ators on cundHirai of anonymity, said 
“soWfers can only me five ammunition when tin* 
fives or in danger.” 

He said soldiers can Ore plastic ballets to 
disperse a violent demonstration, even if their 
fives are not endan g e red. But he said a sokfier Is 
only allowed to fire a plastic bnfiet at a fleeing 
suspect who has committed a serious offence, such 
as a stabbing. 

“A soldier can’t fire at someone running away 
if the gay has thrown a rock,” the arnriat said. 

The demonstration, tike many others before It, 
started in toe commercial d istrict, where shops, 
restaurants and hotels used to be crowded with 
pilgrims railing tob Biblical dty where Jeans was 
born. 

About 100 people, men and women, gathered hi 
a small square. They set up roadblocks of rocks 
and banting tyres at three points to Mock off the 
area. Many covered their frees with checkered 
kcfllych head dres ses or scarves fat the red, green, 
black and white colours of the Palestinian flag. 

They carrie d a flag, too, and chanted “ABabu 
Akbar (God is Great). Long five the Bag. “They 
also shorted “popular revolution against the 
Zionists.” 

■ Some of the leaders of the chants seemed to be 
reading them off pieces of crumpled paper. As 
they shorted, women hi the crowd gathered rocks 
from toe street, patting them in buckets at street 
corners in exp ec t atio n that soldiers mt ght ran ff, 

The fonr soldiers in the jeep appeared after the 
• crowd had been marching and chanting for abort 
a half-boor. 

As is usually the case, the crowd of mmM 
protesters unleashed rocks and empty bottles at 
the soldiers. Some used slingshots to fire stones at 
the soldiers. 


Montazeri calls on followers 
to stop riots against Khomeini 


By NeO MacFarquhar 

The Associated Press 

NICOSIA, Cyprus — The official 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
said Friday that Ayatollah Hus- 
sein Ali Montazeri wrote to the 
population of his hometown 
asking them to stop the.repprted^ 
ly violent riots that followed fos 
g as Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini’s designated successor. 

IRNA reported the letter in a 
dispatch from the Friday prayer 
sermon in which Chief Justice 
Ayatollah Musavi ArdebiH de- 
nied that Montazeri’s ouster sig- 
nalled that the government was m 
the throes of a power struggle. 


The Baghdad-based Mnjabe- 
deen Khalq, the main Iranian 
opposition group, said Friday 
that a number of people died 
among the civilians and the sol- 
diers called into Najafabad to 
queU the riots. 

• The repocty also received .kp 
. the Jordan .-Times, --said that -toe 
city of 1 54,00() people* 34 J 
kilometres west of fahahaa , was 
under curfew and check points 
were monitoring traffic. 

IRNA said Mot^zeri wrote to 
his home dty of Najafebad 'to 
thwart any action against the Isla- 
mic Republic that might be taken 
in his name.” • 


Ardebfli said at Friday mass 
prayers in Tehran that he was 
delighted with Montazeri’s letter, 
IRNA reported. 

“He wrote it for those who 

wanted to muddy the waters ” 

IRNA quoted Ardebfli as saying. 

' Mojrtazep, -who in recent 
-weekpopenly critifcasrafttoe shorty 

and'caSed for greater freedom, 
stepped down March 28 after 
Khomeini wrote and told him to ‘ 
resign. 

Khomeini’s decision to dump 
the 64-year-old deric is pa rt of a 
crack-down on moderates within 
the top Iranian leadership. 


Lebanon’s hospitals defy 
shelling to save lives 


By Michael Kali 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — “Save the babies, 
save the babies," screamed the 
bead nurse as shells burst near 
her hospital in east Beirut. 

Nurses dashed for the dbil- 
dxen's ward on tbe third floor, 
scooped up 40 infants and di- 
ved for the shelter. 

Minutes later three shells 
slammed into the hospital turn- 
ing the ward to rabble. 

Lebanon’s hospitals, often 
hit during the savage bombard- 
ment of the past three weeks, 
straggle against the odds to save 
growing numbers of victims of 
this latest round in the coun- 
try’s 14-year-old civil war. 

At least 153 people were 
killed and over 500 wounded 
since March 14 when militar y 
government leader Major- 
General Michel Aoun vowed 
to drive some 40,000 Syrian 
troops from the country. 


“ft is a blind war and no- 
thing is sacred... children, 
women, hospitals, churches, 
mosques... all are targets 
now,” Doctor Fawzi Odauni, 
head of the Union of Hospital 
owners told Reuters. 

Several hospitals in both east 
and west Beirut have been hit 
by shells and rockets. 

“The long years of tbe war 
have taught us to work in 
difficult conditions. Most hos- 
pitals were forced to move 
patients to basements, corri- 
dors or shelters, even though 
such places are not completely 
out of danger,” said Odaimi. 

As a precautionary measure, 
all hospitals have protected tbe 
main entrances, operating 
theatres, emergency sections, 
power generators and fuel 
tanks with sand bags. 

Odaimi said hospitals coor- 
dinated operations to ensure 
they had the necessary medical 
and food supplies to keep func- 
tioning. 


“We have already started a 
rationing programme to avert 
any possible shortage in view 
of toe limited quantities avail- 
able,” said Sister Marie 
Leonard M3 7rflan i J administrator 
of St. Diaries Hospital in east 
Beirut. 

She said scores of patients 
need to spend time every week 
on kidney machines but as a 
result of toe destruction it' has 
been difficult to ensure they 
get regular treatment 

“We have appealed to fore- 
ign countries to help ns,” she 
said. 

While Mazraani spoke shells 
began hitting the hospital and 
surrounding areas at the rate of 
one every second. 

Doctors said tension caused 
by she lling bad exacerbated 
toe condition of many patients. 
Some had suffered heart 
attacks, nervous breakdowns 
and miscarriages. 



Highwaymen unlucky with first prey : 

ALGIERS (R) — Six Algerian highwaymen felled trees and 
lugged rocks to bufld'a road Mock so they could rob pairi ng 
motorists. Unluckily for them the first car along was an unmarked 



Gerasimov did the planes, whose type he did not speedy, were 
supplies to Libya under a 1986 deal. He said rotmw man six 
were sold, and they were shipped in pieces.' * ® 0t a 
lon g -ra nge bomber. This is a bomber that you can use for closer 
activities. Its operational range is 480 kilometres,” Gerasimov 
tnM OfcmnAt 4 a mmnwnial TV network, in an interview. 


Sudan to free civilians 


NICOSIA (R) — Sudan has decided to free all civilians arrested 
recently recently under emergency regulations, toe offical , SUNA 
news agency said Friday. The new government of Sadeq A1 Mahdj 
will also release people arrested for illegal trading in hard 
currency, the agency "said in a report monitored by British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC). The SUNA report, quoting A1 
Khartoum newspaper, did not say how many people would be 
freed or say what offences were covered by the emergency 
regulations. 

UAE pardons 150 prisoners 

ABU DHABI (R) — The United Arab Emirates has pardoned 
150 prisoners to mark the start of the Muslim Holy month of 
Ramadan, the official news agency WAM said Friday. 

Lavasanl meets Perez de Cuellar 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Ir anian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Hossein Lavasani conferred with Secretary General* 
Javier Perez de Cuellar Thursday before holding talks with other, 
senior U.N. officials. Lav asani is here with a delegation to discuss 
arrangements for a resumption of talks between Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati and Iraq’s Tareq Aziz aimed at' 
transforming the seven-month-old Gulf ceasefire into a perma- 
nent settlement. An Iraqi team held similar meetings here last 
week with tbe secretary general’s special representative Cor the' 
Gulf, Jan Eliasson of Sweden. 

Floods hit Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — At least twenty villages have been* totally 
destroyed tty floods in toe southeast Iranian province of Srstan- 
Baladnstan near the Afghanistan border, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA) reported Friday. The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, said that human casualty figures were not yet available, 
but added that local correspondents who visited toe area 
witnessed “mass destruction of homes, livestock and farm lands.” 
Waters gushing at more than 1 £00 cubic metres per second are 
(hreatenmg .foe province's: second largest city, Zabol, with a 
population of more than 174,000, IRNA said. “Our city is 
currently surrounded by toe floood and all forces, such as the Red 
Crescent Society (ban’s Red Cross), and military units, are frying 
to save people in the flood-hit villages,’’ IRNA quoted the 


governor of Zambol as saying. 

Iraq displays missiles 


MOSUL (R) — Iraq, hailing its Gulf war victories against Iran, 
put domesticaUy-produced missfles on show Friday at a festival in 
toe northern city of Mosul. The ground-to-ground missfles, with a 
range of 650-850 kilometres, were similar to those used to 1 
bombard Tehran before a U.N.-brokered ceasefire last August 
ended eight years of fighting. “The festival this year takes place 
after Iraqi victories against ban, the end of the Gulf war and the 
opening of the doors of reconstruction and democracy in the 
country,” saidlzzat Ibrahim, vice-ch airman of toe r uling Revolu- 
tionary Command Council (RCC). 

Mayor makes appeal for hostages 

PARIS (AP) — United Nations Educational Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) Director-General Federico 
Mayor appealed Friday for the release of two journalists and 
other hostages held in Lebanon and called for an end to conflict in 
that country and elsewhere in the Middle East. In a statement 
issued from the Paris headquarters of UNESCO Mayor called 
attention to the third anniversary April 17 of the Iddnapping of 
British television journalist John McCarthy, 32. He also referred 
to Terry Anderson, 41, ■grief. Middle East correspondent of toe 
AP who began his fifty year in captivity in Lebanon three weeks 
ago. Anderson has been held longer than any of the other 15 
Western hostages. 

20 feared dead in Gulf sinking 

MANAMA (AP) — Twenty crew members of a Maltese- 
flagged freighter were missing and feared dead Friday, maritime 
officials said. One body floated to the surface Friday near where 
the freighter Rahim HI was last seen off the United' A rfb 
Emirates (UAE) a week ago. The body was air lifted to Abu 
Dhabi and not immediately identified. The ship’s agent, Fatoi 
Khalil, told toe Qatar News Agency that all crew members were 
believed drowned. 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Cbardi Sweffleh, 

Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Cfanrch, Tel. 
6327S5. 

StL Joseph Church TeL 624590. 
Church of the Artnncittien Tel. 

637440. 

De In Salle Church Tel. 661757 
Tcrrasuta Cbardi Tel: 622366 
Char eh of the Aanudation Tel. 
623541. 

AagBom Owrefc Tel. 625383. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Cberch Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Cbarcb Tel. 
775261. 

St Ephraim Chart Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Chart TeL 

685326. 
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811295. 

Kafabow Congregation Td. 822605. 
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JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 

A slight drop in temperature will 
«xar, though the temperatures will 
remain above tbe annum average and 
winds will be northwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds win be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

Minima*, temp. 

Amman 13/25 

Aqaba 18/31 

Deserts 10/25 

Jordan Valley 17/31 

Yesterday's high tempera tares; Am- 
nan 28. Aqaba 34. Humidity reaifinp: 
Amman 25 per cent, Aqaba 21 per 
cent. 


per cent. 


Rras pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

Nairookh pharmacy 623672 

A1 Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy 637660 

DUUD: 

Dr. Mohammad AI Shard’ ( — ) 

AlShana' pharmacy (985238) 


ZAKQA: 

Dr. IbuI Dm Abdoi Salam 
KhaSfeb pharmacy 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul HadiTayyem 620195 

Dr. Anwar MusaAlHaj 771020 

Dr. Mohammad Khalil 896294 

Dr. Htsham Kan'an 790286 


emergencies 

CM Defence Department 661111 

CM Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

CM Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police .... 192,621111.637777 

Fire Brigade .... 622090093 

Blood Bart. ; 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police .... 65639091 

Public Se curi ty D epartm ent 

- 656000/ 685111 

Hotel Complaints ................ 605800 

Price Complaints 661176- 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Mnniqpafty 


OOBfUttO 787111 

Telephone Information 

Central Amman Tdepbooe 


Abdui Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7J3111 

Radio Jordan 77«n 

Water Aotbonty 

Jordan Electricity Authority .. 815615 
Efectric Power 

Company — 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia IntL Airport 08-52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 81381332 
Khafidi Maternity. J. Asm ... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, J- Amn. ... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity. 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman - 636140 

Fafestioe, Shipetori ........... 664172/4 

Shmdsani Hospital .. 669131 

Umveaiiy Hospital 84584 5 

Al-Mnsber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaH 666127/37 

Al-Ahh, Abdah 66*164/6 

Italian, AJ-Mahajieen .... 777101/3 

AJ-Bsshir, J. Astirafieh 77511106 

Army, Marin 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

AmalHospfaal 674155 


ZARQA; 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

Zarqa National Hospital ... (09 ) 991071 

IbnSma Hospital — (09)986732 

DUUD: . 

Princess Banna Hospital .. (02) 275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (021272275 
Ibo Al Nafee* Hospital ..... (02)247100 

Prhiccs Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Thk infonoaboa is toppBed by Royal 

Jmhaan (RJ) fafimiMfwn depsrt- 
meat at the Queca Aha IntentaUooal 
Airport HL (08)53200-5. when it 
should always « verified . 

AIUVAL5 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal 1) 

M* Singapore, Knala Lnnpur <W) 

•835 

•MS ffawDeltaCRJj 

M05 

to*: 

(Ml Kandn, Dnbta (RJ) 


Abe Dhabi, Bahrain! 

Dhahran, Kuwaiti 

Aqaba i 

... Miami, Vienna ( 

New Yort, Montreal f 
Copenhagen, Frankfurt ( 


Ifc45 ...... Brussels (Rl 

8Is69 London, Athens (RJ 

Other Right* (Terminal 2) 

•U45 Belgrade. Istanbul (JU 

to-3S- Cairo (MS' 

1 7 * is Baghdad (IA 

15*5 Benghazi (IN* 

1*25 ... Riyadh (SU^ 

1845 Rotne(AZ* 

2145 Paris, Damascus (AP 


k&ot/add.) 

1*4« Trroofi 

. 1LH — AnBtmdmn,Nawyak< 

lhW Athens, Loodon 

UsW .............. Geneva, Madrid 

IMS Aqsbe, Frankfort, Bressds i 

12 M — London i 

12:15.. Paris 

IfeN : — Einraft, Dhabran i 

IMS Bahrain, Dot*' 

2M5 Larnaca 

2*15 — Jeddah 

ft* Aba Dhabi, Dobai 

2l-to . .. .... — .......... Cairo i 


Other Flights (Termlnal (2) 
Ifc* IstaaboLBeter^nU) 

■££ 

!7a4t Riyadh (su 

18^5 Damson (AZ 


Uppcriowcr i 

Ahrend 

Apple-.- 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal (1) 

Uem : Aqaba (RJ) 

lfcM... Aqaba, Frankfort (add.) ffiJ) 


Beans 

Broad beans .... 
Cabbage ........ 

Carrots ... 

CanEflower ...... 

CocambcES ... 

Dates 


Lem o n 

Leitacci 

Marrow 

Marrow 



Pepjw(s!^) 
Potato w. waMaM . l v 


Tomatoes 


« *h Bs per- kg. 
- — . 400/ 300 

500 / 400 

......... 350/300 

) — .... 300 / 250 

640/560 

170/140 

90/ 60 

170/140 

220/180 
— ....350/300 

..580 / 500 

... 320/260 

250/180 

480 / 400- 

100/ 70 
100/ 60 

160/100 

— 450/400 

380/340 

— 220/180 

160/120 

640/450 

240 / 200 

310/250 

... 170// 120 

1500/1200 . 
360/300 
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ijj Fight against locusts 





AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Agriculture Thursday received 
from Japan a gift of five vehicles 
especially designed to help com- 
bat the danger of the desert lo- 
custs. 

The vehicles were presented to 
Minister of Agriculture Yousef 
Hamdan AJ Jaber by Japanese 
Ambassador to Jordan Makoto 
Watanabe in the presence of 
senior miinstiy officials. 

The minister voiced Jordan's 
appreciation of the gift and said 
Us ministry hoped mat bilateral 
cooperation will continue in all 
fields. 

Japan has thus joined a number 
of countries which include the 
United States and West Germany 
among others in providing assist- 
ance to the Kingdom to help it 
fight off locusts which have been 
invading the country in the past 
months. In December 1988 the 
Ministry of Agriculture issued an 
appeaT to all friendly nations and 


organisations to provide assist- 
ance to help it in its anti-locust 
campaign and has been issuing 
instructions to the public on pre- 
cautions to be taken to combat 
the pest. 

Hie ministry said then that 
more than $2 million were 
needed to cover the cost of equip- 
ment and pesticides and that only 
$842,000 could be raised by Jor- 
dan in the ongoing campaign. 

The United States Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) late last month pro- 
vided the ministry with two air- 
craft, specially designed to spray 
pesticides against the harmful in- 
sects. 

Swarms of locusts which in- 
vaded the Kingdom late last year 
and early this year were com- 
pletely wiped out, but the minis- 
try has warned that the danger is 
not over and that the country 
could be exposed to a new locust 
invasion this spring. 


No meningitis in Jordan 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Minis try of 
Health has refuted rumours of a 
meningitis outbreak in the 
Kingdom. 

According to the director of 
the primary health care. Dr. 
Suleiman Qubain, the number of 
cases this year “are not much 
higher than the number of cases 
last year at the same time." 

Last year 27 meningitis cases 
were reported by April, while this 
year 29 cases have been reported, 
mostly in the Amman, Zarqa and 
Irbid areas, Qubain said. 

He said that there was an in- 
crease of meningitis cases at this 
time of the year because of poor 


ventilation in crowded areas. 
“The meningitis germ is a weak 
germ which dies quickly after 
leaving the body. But, when 
there are lots of people and not 
enough air, it makes it easier for 
the meningitis germ to be trans- 
ported.” 

Symptoms of the disease are 
similar to those of the flu, said 
Qubain. Adding that individuals 
may experience severe headache, 
fever, and, later in the course of 
the disease, stiffness of the neck. 

Qabain ruled out any need for 
mass inoculation and said only 
those individuals with meningitis 
and people who are exposed to 
those affected, needed to be in- 
oculated. 


Thanks to Diabat family 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The A1 Hus- 
sein Medical Centre has issued a 
statement expressing apprecia- 
tion and gratitude to the Diabat 
family which donated the heart of 
Ahmad Mahmoud Diabat. 23, 
upon his death at the centre last 
Wednesday to Ahmad Mustafa 
Jarrah, 47. 

The statement also said that 
the Diabat family also donated 
the kidneys of the late Ahmad 
Diabat to Adel Daba’in 49, and 
Mohammad Shteiwi, 28. 

All three transplant operations 
were conducted at the centre 


Wednesday by a team of surgeons 
led by Dr. Daoud Hanania and 
Friday they were reported to be 
making good progress. 

The heart transplant was the 
10th to be performed by Jorda- 
nian surgeons working under the 
supervision of Dr. Hanania, who 
last month performed the ninth 
heart transplant after the death of 
the late Roman Catholic Priest 
William Sawalha. 

The statement expressed con- 
dolences to the bereaved Diabat 
family and deep appreciation for 
their generous donations. 


national news in brief 


TRANSPORT COOPERATION WITH SYRIA: Minister of 
Transport and Telecommunications Khali d A1 Haj Hassan Thursday 
received a message from iris Syrian counterpart Yousef Ahmad, 
dealing with bilateral cooperation in the field of transport. The 
message was delivered to Haj Hassan by the Syrian Ambassador to 
Jordan Majid Abu Saleh, who discussed with him means of 
developing bilateral cooperation in the fields of transport and 
telecommunications (Petra). 

AJLOUNJ REVIEWS RJ BUDGET: Minister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Zuhair Ajlouni Thursday reviewed the Royal 
Jordanian's annual report with the RJ Chairman of the board of 
directors and president of the audit bureau. The report covers RJ 
financial activities in 1987 (Petra). 

LICENCES FOR HAIRDRESSERS: Minister of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs and the Environment Marwan AJ Hmoud Thursday 
requested chairman of all munidpaj and village councils not to issue 
any licences to beauty and hairdressing salons and barbers because 
such permits are the prerogative of the Mimstry of Labour and the 
'Vocational Training Corporation (Petra). 



Police officers graduate 


A group of police officers graduated from the Police Academy 
Thursday after completing a training course on traffic regulations, 
first aid and preparing reports on aeddmte. The participants also 
received military training. They received their diplomas anH prizes 
from the Academy Director Brig. Mohammad Bassoul (Petra 
photo) 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are adnsed to verity the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

exhibitions 

M 

& An art exhibition displaying paintings by c&adren at the 
Housing Bank Complex. 

* An art by Salma H am a d AI Tbam at the Royal 

Cultural Centre. 


☆ A lecture entitled “Arabic Music in the Islamic Homage” by 
Monk Bashir at Abdul Hamid Shaman Foundation — 8£0 
pJL 

FILM 

* A Cm. rite for teM* -‘ P«r «d> *» 

(The TMtf flf Baghdad) at the Goethe Institute — 4:00 p-m- 



Tbe Arabian oryx at the Azraq Reserve (F3e photo). 

Protection of wildlife 
campaign soon on TV 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Royal 
Society for the Conservation of 
Nature (RSCN) is currently pre- 
paring a 13-part television prog- 
ramme on the environment in 
Jordan in cooperation with Jor- 
dan Television and local writers 
in a bid to promote the drive for 
protecting die Jordanian environ- 
ment and reduce pollution in the 
country, according to a report 
presented to the RSCN’s general 
assembly by its President Anis 
Muasher. 

The report noted that the 
RSCN is now in charge of seven 
wildlife reserves which had been 
established in the country to pro- 
tect plants and animals and pre- 
vent their extinction. The report 
said that the seven reserves are: 
Shorn aril, Azraq, Mujib, Azraq, 
Zobia, Dana and Rum. It said 
that the Shomari reserve is now 
home for the Arabian oryx, 
which were on the verge of ex- 
tinction, and a number of species 
of birds and deer. . 

The RSCN. the report noted, is 
currently striving to establish a 
wildlife museum in Jordan in a 
bid to focus attention on the need 
to protect and preserve all types 
of plants and animals and high- 
light the country’s natural his- 
tory, and is going ahead with a 
programme of seminars and lec- 
tures to focus public attention on 


these matters and on the proper 
means for protecting the environ- 
ment. 

The report reviewed the diffe- 
rent activities carried out in the 
past year and referred in particu- 
lar to the students clubs at schools 
created with the cooperation of 
the Ministry of Education to 
spread awareness among the stu- 
dents ou the need to help protect 
all forms of life in the country. 

The report also referred to the 
measures being taken by the 
RSCN to organise bunting of 
birds in Jordan according to sea- 
son and said 155 violations were 
registered in this matter and 
1,300 licences for bunting were 
issued to the public in the past 
year. 

The RSCN has been in contact 
with the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company to curtail pollution re- 
sulting Grom the handling of the 
mineral and received $100,000 
from the United States Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID) to help develop the 
Zobia wildlife reserve, according 
to the report. 

The report also referred to the 
RSCN’s contacts with Saudi Ara- 
bia, Syria and Iraq for the protec- 
tion of wildlife along the common 
borders and the annual tree 
planting ceremonies which help 
to green the country. 



Ministry of Planning Secretary General Zaid Fariz (second from 
right) and East Goman Ambassador to Jordan Carl Heinz 
Logenheim (second from left) Thursday sign a cultural agreement 
between the two countries (Pttra photo) 


Jordan, East Germany 
sign cultural agreement 


AMMAN (Petra) — East Ger- ' 
many and Jordan have agreed to 
implement a 1989-1991 cultural 
and scientific agreement and to 
conduct exchanges aimed to 
achieve that goal. 

The two rides signed an execu- 
tive programme for the imple- 
mentation of the agreement 
which provides for an exchange 
of publications, visits by officials 
and sports and cultural teams and , 
cooperation in artistic and cultu- 


signed by 
;’s Secretary 


ral affairs. 

The programme 
Ministry of Planning 
General Ziyad Fariz and East 
German Ambassador to Jordan 
Carl Heinz Logenheim also calls 
for dose cooperation in the ex- 
change of television and radio 
materials and other informational 
programmes, to help set up art 
exhibitions in either country and 
to facilitate visits by citizens from 
both countries. 


UNICEF director praises 
Jordan’s health achievements 


AMMAN (Petra) — United Na- 
tions Children’s Fond (UNICEF) 
Regional Director for the Middle 
East and North Africa Richard 
Reid Friday said that Jordan has 
succeeded in the last two decades 
in achieving a significant reduc- 
tion in its infant mortality rate, 
through increasing immunisation 
against the major child killer dis- 
eases. 

Speaking on the occasion of 
World Health Day, which fell on 
Friday, April 7, Reid said that 
Jordan has increased immunisa- 
tion coverage among those chil- 
dren under one-year to more than 
90 per cent, thus becoming an 
emulative example to the region’s 
countries. 

Reid also pointed out to Jor- 
dan’s efforts in controlling di- 
arrhoea! diseases saying it has 
succeeded during the last three 
years in reducing by half the child 
mortality caused by diarrhoea in- 
duced dehydration. ’Thanks to 
the intensive field work and effec- 
tive health campaigns launched 
daring the last three years.” 

He pointed out that Jordan is 
currently launching a campaign 
designed to protect the new-born 
babies and mothers from neonat- 
al tetanus, another child killer 
disease. 

Reid praised the great efforts 
made by the Health Ministry to 


protect children and enable them 
to grow to their full potential. 

On the pan-Arab level, Reid 
said Arab countries have also 
achieved an advanced position in 
the areas of immunisation and the 
use of Oral Rehydration Therapy 
in the treatment of diarrhoeal 
diseases. 

Reid described the resolution 
adopted by the Council of Arab 
Health Ministers during its meet- 
ing in Amman in April, to reduce 
the infant mortality rate in the 
Arab World by 1990 to half of 
what they were in 1980, as a 
remarkable achi evement. 

The UNICEF director stressed 
the difference in the ever-increas- 
ing protection the Jordanian chil- 
dren enjoy and the insufficient 
protection enjoyed by children in 
the less-privileged countries. 

However, Reid noted, the im- 
age is improving everywhere in 
the Arab region, even in Sudan, 
which also benefited from the 
health services offered by Jordan 

He pointed out that Sudan, 
assisted by a number of interna- 
tional organisations is currently 
involved in a race against time, 
aimed at saving children from 
death caused by starvation, 
famine, and illness. 

Reid noted that a total of 
250,000 people, mostly children, 
died in Sudan since last May.] 


Jordan observes 
World Health Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan Friday 
observed the World Health Day 
as part of the endeavours of the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) to help promote aware- 
ness around the world. 

This year the World Health 
Day is being observed under the 
slogan Let us Discuss Health this 
year. According to a Health 
Ministry official here the ministry 
wants to initiate a dialogue within 
tbe society to bring about consen- 
sus on the best ana most efficient 
means for securing health for 1 
citizens. 

WHO announced in 1982 th 
April 7 every year should be 
observed by all nations, each year 
with a particular health topic, as 
part of its ongoing campaign to 
improve health and social condi- ■ 
dons around the globe. 

In 1983 the WHO theme was 
Health for AO by the Year 2000. 

On the eve of the anniversary. 
Health Minister Zuhair Math as 
said that health protection has 
been given increasing attention in 
Jordan which has introduced me- 
asures to protect human life and 
health, tackling question like 
accidents on the road, the ban- 


ning of smoking from public 
places and dealing with pollution 
problems. 

The minister said that protect- 
ing children’s health through vac- 
cination campaigns and ensuring 
pure potable water for the public 
were among the many measures 
taken by the concerned Jordanian 
authorities over the past year. 

Tbe WHO director general 
issued an appeal ou the eve of the 
anniversary to all responsible 
officials in the information fields* 
to promote the meaning of public 
health through their respective 
services. He said that the ques- 
tion of health is closely linked to 
tbe social and economic develop- 
ment and it is incumbent ou every 
individual to adopt measures that 
would ensure his or her continued 
good health. 

Dr. Suleiman Qub’ain, director 
of the Health Ministry’s primary 
health care, referred to his de- 
partment’s current vaccination 
campaigns to combat disease, ex- 
tension of health services through 
the various health centres and the 
particular attention given by 
health authorities to Jordanian 
children. 




Qasem receives Chilean envoy 

Chile’s ambassador designate to Jordan Cross Johnson has 
'presented a copy of his credentials to Deputy Prime Minister and 
Foreign Minister Marwan Al Qasem. Johnson succeeds Carlos 
Bartsch who had served as Chile’s ambassador here since 1985 
(Petra photo) 


Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education Thonqan 
Hindawi Thursday arrives at Sukaina girls schools at Jabal Al 
Hussein to view preparation for Independece Day celebration 
(Petra photo). 


Preparing for 
the big day 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Education, with its various 
departments and schools around 
the country will organise a major 
festival on Independence Day 
which falls on May 25, and prepa- 
rations are underway for that 
occasion. Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Education Thou- 
qao Hindawi announced 
Thursday. 

He said that in accordance to 
ministry plans there will be a 
major sports festival in which 
students from all stages will par- 
ticipate. 

The minister made the 
announcement during an inspec- 
tion visit to Sukaina school for 
girls where he inspected the 
ongoing preparations for the fes- 
tival. Tbe school is currently 


training some 400 male and 
female students from Amman 
and Balqa gov e morales to pre- 
sent the constitution song as part 
of the celebration and is prepar- 
ing more than 1,600 students to 
present performances depicting 
Jordan cultural and historical 
backgrounds and development 
and progress achieved under the 
reign of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. More than 2,700 students 
from Irbid, Zarqa and Amman 
governorates will be involved in 
other parts of the programme, 
according to the minister who 
voiced appreciation to the orga- 
nisers for their strenuous efforts. 

Hindawi was accompanied on 
the visit by the ministry's Secret- 
ary General Munther Al Masri 
and other senior aides. 


NARCOTICS DEPARTMENT CHIEF IN EGYPT: Egyptian 
Interior Minister Zaki Badr Thursday discussed with a visiting 
Jordanian delegation, headed by Col. Ghaleb AI Zu’bi, head of the 
Narcotic and Forgery Control Department, scopes of cooperation in 
the field of control of narcotic trafficking. Badr expressed his 
ministry s readiness to put all its security resources at the disposal of 
the Arab nation (Petra). 



London in 

30 minutes. 



Fly British Airways to London Gatwick this 
summer and you'll reach the city centre quicker 
than ever before. 

Gatwick's North Terminal is the newest and 
most modem in Europe, with full facilities 
including Meet and Assist for Arab passengers. 

The non-stop Gatwick Express train leaves 
from inside the airport and takes you straight to 
London's Victoria Terminal in just 30 minutes. 


There, you're well placed for great hotels, 
exciting shopping and a lively nightlife. 

And when you're ready to return, you can 
complete all check-in formalities at Victoria 
Terminal before boarding the Express for 
Gatwick. 

So flying from Amman this summer, you'll 
find London Gatwick easier and Central 
London closer than ever. 


For information and reservations contact your Travel Agent or British Airways in Amman: 641430. 


British Airways 


The worlds favourite airline. 
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Sanguine Americans 

WHEN presidents George Bush and Hosni Mubarak 
emerged from their recent meetings in Washington all 
smiles, the peoples and governments of the Arab World 
were elated to the point of ecstasy. The euphoria among the 
Arab side was bolstered by President Bush's dramatic 
declaration that Israel must end its occupation of Arab 
territories, accept the political rights of the Palestinian 
eople, and prepare itself to a “properly structured” 
international conference in due course. But when President 
Bush and Secretary of State James Baker also emerged all 
smiles from their encounters with visiting Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, in spite of the Arab repudiation of 
Shamir's infamous terms for peace in the Middle East, 
pessimism seaped in and perplexity ensued. 

Uppermost on the minds of the Arab side is how the 
American administration can be equally satisfied and happy 
with two clearly contradictory positions offered by the Arab 
and Israeli sides thus far if not down right repugnant to one 
another? To be sure the exact and full message of Shamir to 
the U.S. has yet to be divulged, which gave some optimists a 
cause to suggest that Shamir has said something which the 
1 American administration has interpreted as offering some 
kind of a breakthrough. One still has to be too sanguine to 
the point of naivety to ever expect Shamir to offer anything 
that could be reasonable. Even members of his own 
government have already concluded that their prime 
minister is incapable of proposing anything that resembles a 
breakthrough. So what did Shamir have to say to the U.S. 
chief executive and his senior aides that won him so much 
acclaim in Washington? Everyone in the Middle East had 
anticipated some kind of eyeball to eyeball confrontation 
between President Bush and Prime Minister Shamir.That 
obviously did not happen. If there are really good reasons 
for the non-fulfillment of the Arab prophecy then all parties 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict would sigh with relief. But if in 
fact there are no good explanations, then the forces of peace 
working diligently for a just and durable solution to the 
Middle East conflict will have a real cause for concern. 



JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


At Ra'i daily newspaper Friday tackled the fasting month of 
Ramadan uhich symbolises unity among millions of Muslims and 
Arabs in the face of the common challenges. The paper said that 
to achieve that end the Arab masses are looking with hope to the 
convening of an Arab summit meeting so that solidarity among 
the Arabs can materialise and practical steps taken to deal with 
the outstanding questions. The Arabs and Muslims can and 
should unify their ranks not only during the holy month of 
Ramadan but also around the year and to show the world their 
determination to regain their usurped rights and to struggle for 
the attainment of peace and security, the paper noted. It said that 
the Arabs and Muslims should also extend all possible aid to the 
people of the intifada to back their struggle for freedom. 
Everything possible, the paper added, should be done lo support 
the Pajestinians and also the Lebanese to end Israel's occupation 
of their land and bring about peace to the Arab region. 

A columnist in Af Ra'i daily criticises President Bush's stand with 
regard to the Palestine question. Rakan AI Majali says that while 
the president declares his opposition to the establishment of a 
Palestinian state he at the same time says that Israeli occupation 
should end and that Israel canncu annex the Arab lands. The 
writer who is also the paper's editor says that all indications point 
to the fact that Bush is now inclined to help the Israelis hold the 
so-called elections in the occupied territories in a bid to appease 
the Palestinians. This step is clearly intended to contain the 
ongoing intifada and end the Arab people’s protest against 
Israel's presence in the occupied lands, the writer notes. The 
elections question is nothing but an Israeli project intended to 
find a substitute for the PLO, the writer adds. The American 
president's statement, he says, is nothing but a riddle, and in the 
final analysis it is a recipe for an end to the intifada and an end to 
the hopes and aspirations of the Palestinian people. 

AI Duslour daily comments on Shamir's talks with President Bush 
and the adamant position of the Israeli government. It is clear that 
Shamir has conveyed his intransigent stand to the U.S. adminis- 
tration, a stand which is designed to abort the intifada through the 
so-called elections under Israeli supervision, the paper said. This 
is an open manoeuvre on the part of Israel that can never succeed 
and it is unlikely that the Bush administration will ever accept 
such a plan, the paper added. It said that if it did then the U.S. 
credibility will be in jeopardy again and that the feeling that peace 
will be achieved can never be slrengthend in the Middle East 
region. We sincerely hope that the U.S. administration will not 
miss this chance of taking serious steps towards ending the 
Arab- Israeli conflict through an international peace conference. 


By AKted Taban 

Reuter 

KHARTOUM — Four years af- 
ter dictator Jaafar Numeiri was 
deposed, the future of Sudan's 
democracy and its hopes of pre- 
venting mass starvation and total 
economic collapse binge on en- 
ding its civil war — his most 
contentious legacy. 

After 16 years in power, 
Numeiri was overthrown on April 
6, 1985, by the military who 
stepped down a year later after 
the first free polls in nearly two 
decades were held. 

Four years on. Prime Minister 
Sadeq AI Mahdi’s fifth coalition, 
sworn in II days ago under press- 
ure from army chiefs demanding 
an end to the war, says peace is its 
top priority. 

Khartoum— based Western 
and Arab diplomats warn howev- 
er that the failure of current 
efforts to end the war. whose 
start is widely blamed on 


Numeiri’s legacy haunts Sudan 


Numeiri, is likely to cause the 
fighting to rage on for years and 
lead to political upheavals™ 

“Mahdi has put everything on 
the hue,” said one diplomat. “If- 
-he fails to end the war. the 
government will have to go and 
he with it.” ■ 

The militant National Islamic 
Front (NIF) opposition party 
posed the most serious threat to 
tile peace process, the diplomats 
said. Its control of Khartoum's 
business community could serve 
as its most effective weapon 
against the coalition. 

The NIP, whose 50 parliamen- 
tary seats belie its political clout 
in northern Sudan, has vowed to 
bringdown Mahdi’s new coalition 
and to impose Islamic Sharia laws 
with what it calls the power of the 
masses. 

“The stakes are high and the 
militants will throw everything 
they have into the battle to sabot- 
age the peace process,” said one 
diplomat. ‘They have the re- 


sources to do" it" 

Sharia, anathema to the rebel 
Sudan People’s liberation Army 
(SPLA), was first introduced by 
Numeiri in 1983 but has been 
largely dormant since his over- 
throw. 

Politicians in Khartoum blame 
Numeiri for starting the war by 
dividing the south into three re- 
gions in violation of a 1972 peace 
pact giving it autonomous rule 
after 17 years of strife. 

His imposition of Sharia swel- 
led rebel ranks when non-Muslim 
southerners were subjected to 
such Islamic punishments as 
amputation of limbs and flog- 
gings. 

The war and a resultant famine 
have claimed tens of thousands of 
lives and sent hundreds of 
thousands of people fleeing from 
the vast south to elsewhere in 
Sudan or to neighbouring 
Ethiopia and Uganda m search of 
food and security. 

An estimated 250,000 people 


died of hunger or disease last year 
in south Sudan, and the United 
Nations, which is launching a 
major relief operation in the 
south, says 100,000. could perish 
this year unless help reaches them 
soon. 

The diplomats said most of 
Sudan's Western donors, whose 
aid is crucial to keep the country’s 
beleaguered economy afloat, 
were malting future development 
assistance conditional on an end 
to the war, which costs Khar- 
toum’s cash-strapped treasury an 
estimated SI million every day. 

Africa's largest country, Sudan 
is burdened by a S13-bflIion fore- 
ign debt it cannot repay. Recur- 
rent labour unrest, an industry 
operating at a fraction of capacity 
and a crumbling infrastructure 
are among its chronic economic 
Sis. 

The fightiag in the south, pit- 
ting troops against an estimated 
40,000 SPLA guerrillas, has also 


deprived Sudan the use of a 
major oil find in the southern 
Upper Nile region and brought to 
a bait major irrigation schemes. 

The diplomats said that besides 
the threat posed by Muslim mili- 
tants advocating a military solu- 
tion to the war, the SPLA had yet 
to show willingness to reciprocate 
Khartoum’s peace initiative. 

. SPLA leader John Garang has 
described as a positive step a 
government decision to adopt a 
tentative peace accord he signed 
last November with Mohammed 
Osman AI Mlrghani, head of the 
co-ruling Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP). 

Garang, however, made a fresh 
demand by saying parliament 
should reverse a December deci- 
sion to reject the SPLA-DUP 
accord. He also rejected a U.N. 
proposal for a ceasefire in April 
to allow relief supplies into the 
south. 

Mahdi accepted the proposal 
but Garang would only agree to 


safe passage to relief convoys. 

The SPLA has claimed a series 
of - military victories in recent 
months and the diplomats said its 
recent successes in the battlefield 
might tempt the guerrilla move- 
ment to resist peace overtures 
made by Khartoum with the bles- 
sing of the West 

“If he (Garang) misses this 
chance or drags his feet, every- 
body will be on his back,” said 
one Western diplomat, pointing 
out that recent SPLA contacts 
with Western governments might 
be jeopardised by such conduct. 

Army generals who publicly 
asked Mahdi in February to 
spend more on defence or enter 
peace negotiations with the 
SPLA were likely to renew their 
demands if the war (fid not end 
soon, the diplomats said. 

‘The troops just have no wish 
to continue the figbr regardless of 
who is responsible for the war's 
continuation,” said a Western di- 
plomat. 
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U.N. problems 
in Namibia not 
the first 


By Anthony Goodman 
Reuter 

UNITED NATIONS — The Un- 
ited Nations, which won a Nobel 
Prize last year for peacekeeping, 
suffered a black eye this week in 
Namibia but it was not the first 
time that the world body had run 
into trouble in the field. 

Another African peacekeeping 
operation, in the former Belgian 
Congo (now Zaire), led to the 
near-collapse of the United Na- 
tions and cost the life of its 
second secretary-general, Dag 
Hammarskjoeld. 

When the United Nations be- 
gan in Namibia last week, one of 
its most ambitious operations 
since the Congo, it was to the 
accompaniment of machine-gun 
and rocket fire. 

SWAPO fighters, who have 
been battling South African rule 
in the territory for 23 years, 
clashed with local police on the 
Namibia-Angola border, leaving 
more than 180 dead so far. U.N. 
peacekeepers were nowhere near 
the action. 

Most of the 900 troops in rhe 
U.N. Transition Assistance 
Group (UNTAG) which is to 
oversee Namibia's advance to in- 
dependence were still awaiting 
deployment and the bulk of the 
4,650-member force had yet to 
arrive in the territory. 

Their commander. General 
Dew an Prem-Chand of India, au- 
thorised South African troops to 
leave their bases, drawing a storm 
of African delegates’ protests 
against UNTAG. 

As Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar hurried to re- 
coup and get the operation back 
on track, veteran diplomats recal- 
led that it was not the first time 
that peacekeeping had landed the 
United Nations in political 
trouble. 

The 1960-64 Congo operation 
aimed at helping what is now 
Zaire to consolidate independ- 
ence from Belgium and combat 
threats of secession turned into 
the worst-ever U.N. disaster. 

The operation, which at its 
height involved nearly 20,000 
troops, cost more than $400 mil- 
lion — an enormous sum at the 
time, but slightly less than the 
proposed cost of UNTAG — and 
took the lives of about 230 U.N. 
soldiers. 

It also landed the United Na- 
tions in a grave financial and 
political crisis that virtually para- 
lysed the organisation. 

Hammarskjoeld, in bitter con- 
flict with the Soviet Union, was 
no longer recognised by Moscow 
and his relations with the United 
States, Britain and France cooled 
perceptibly.. Congo political tur- 
moil eventually cost his life in 
September 1961 in a plane crash 
when he was on a peace: mission 
in the region. 

In 1967, when. U Thant of 
Burma was secretary-general, the 


United Nations was blamed for 
precipitating the six-day Middle 
East war by acceding to Egyptian 
President Gama] Abdul Nasser's 
demand to withdraw U.N. buffer 
troops sent to Sinai and the Gaza 
after Britain, France and Israel 
had invaded Suez in 1956. 

U Thant referred Nasser’s re- 
quest to the Security Council, 
which did not object. The Bur- 
mese official always maintained 
that an arrangement made be- 
tween Hammarskjoeld and Cairo 
left him with no choice but to pull 
out the U-N. emergency force, 
some elements of whidi were 
already leaving unilaterally. 

Other U.N. operations have 
run into trouble. The U.N. In- 
terim Force in Lebanon (UNI- 
FTL) has had an uneasy existence 
since its formation in 1978 — 
partly because it functions in an 
area lacking any effective central 
government and criss-crossed by 
a profusion of private militias. 

But other U.N. forces and 
observation groups have man- 
aged to function with only minor 
hitches, including the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in Cyprus — 
marking its 25th anniversary — 
and the U.N. disengagement 
observer force stationed between 
the Syrian and Israeli armies on 
the Golan Heights since 1974. 


Rebel movement beset with 
problems 20 years into insurgency 


By Robert H. Reid 

The Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — Com- 
munist rebels have suffered ma- 
jor setbacks since President Cora- 
zon Aquino took power and are 
struggling to forge a new strategy 
against a popular government as 
the “people's war” enters its 21st 
year. 

There is evidence the Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines is 
shifting back toward a rural - 
based strategy after the failure of 
its urban campaign and is becom- 
ing more selective in recruiting 
after military agents infiltrated its 
ranks. 

But officials and political com- 
mentators believe the party's 
armed wing, the New People’s 
Army, will remain a serious 
threat as Iona as the pro-Western 
government is unable to improve 
the lives of the millions who live 
in abject poverty. 

'Today at the national level, 
the insurgents appear to be on the 
defensive and attempting to re- 
group," Rear Adm. Timothy W. 
Wright, acting U.S. Deputy • 
Assistant Secretary of Defence,.,, 
told, a U.S. congressional corn- - 
mittee last February. " ; " j . . 

“In the provinces, however, 
where the struggle is primarily 
waged, the picture is less dear,” 
he added. 

Assessing the strength of the 
rebellion is difficult, since most of 
the activity takes place in remote 
areas where communications are 
poor. Much of the information 
available in the capital on rebel 
activity comes from the 163,000- 
member Armed Forces of the 
Philippines. 

Weakened insurgency 

Nonetheless, there is a public 
perception, especially in Manila, 
that the insurgency has weakened 
since a popular uprising toppled 
President Ferdinand Marcos’s au- 
thoritarian administration in 
February 1986. 

Rebel propaganda portrays 
Mrs. Aquino as no different from 
Marcos. But most Filipinos still 
support her and do not blame her 
personally for her government's 
shortcomings. 

“Without going into statistics, 
there is a feeling in the population 
that the insurgency is in dis- 
array,” military Chief of Staff 


Gen. Renato De ViUa said in an 
interview with the Philippines 
Free Magazine. “I think the most 
important development is the 
realisation that is spreading that 
the insurgent alternative is not 
that palatable.” 

That perception has arisen de- 
spite military reports that fighting 
actually escalated in 1988, from 
3,118 dashes in 1987 to 3,525 last 
year. 

Areas reporting increased 
fighting include southern districts 
of Luzon, the main island, and 
the Davao and Misamis oriental 
provinces on Mindanao. 

The military says more than 
3,900 people, inducting guerril- 
las, government troopers and 
civilians, were killed last year in 
"insurgency-related incidents,” a 
1.63 per cent increase over 1987. 

The military also acknowledges 
that guerrillas influence nearly 
8,000 of the 41.000 villages 
and urban wards. Rebels operate 
in about 65 of the 73 provinces. 

But the military also dafins 
guerrilla strength declined by 8.4 
per cent last year to about 23,000 
fighters. Western sources, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, 
suspect this: may he- simply -a,, 
refinement . ju ;the, military’s esti-.. 
mate, whidi was’ tod high during 
Marcos' final years. 

In his testimony, Wright noted 
the favourable military reports 
but said there was no way to 
verify them “nor are they conclu- 
sive of a significant or lasting 
setback” to the rebels. 

Reverses 

Clearly, however, the Com- 
munist Party has suffered re- 
verses. They include the arrests in 
the past year of eight members of 
its central committee, including 
Secretary General Rafael Baylo- 
sis, and more than 30 regional 
and provincial officers. 

Western sources with dose ties 
to the military say the arrests 
were made because government 
informants penetrated senior par- 
ty ranks during the final years of 
the Marcos administration when 
membership rolls swelled. 

Despite rebel attempts to win 
foreign support, both Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze and Chinese Leader 
Deng Xiaoping have personally 
assured Mrs. Aquino they wifi 
not support the insurgents. The 
rebels acknowledge their main 


source of weapons comes from 
raids on government forces. 

In addition, a rebel strategy of 
escalating violence, which led to 
aimost-daify- street 'assassinations 
in Manila and other does, pro- 
duced a baddash among urban 
groups whom the rebels hoped to 
recruit. 

The perception that the in- 
surgency is waning may stem in 
part from a recent reduction in 
rebel and left-wing activity in the 
capital, which peaked in the 
months following- Marcos' ouster 
and the rise of Mrs. Aquino to 
power. 

Since the party was founded in 
December 1968, it had followed 
the strategy of late Chinese lead- 
er Mao Tse-Tung in building a 
base in the impoverished rural 
areas from which to isolate the 
urban centres. 

But the overthrow of Marcos 
and the rise of Mrs. Aquino 
afforded the parfy new opportu- 
nities to expand into Manila. The 
rebels acknowledge they made a 
tactical error in boycotting the 
February 1986 election between 
Marcos and Mrs. Aquino, held 
two weeks before the uprising. . 

•. : After ~iakifig£power. :.-Mrs/'? 
Aquintt frmrfiundred&of politic^ 4 ’' 
’ al prisoners, including party 
founder Jose Maria Sison, who 
now lives in the Netherlands. She 
offered peace talks and negoti- 
ated a 60-day ceasefire in Decem- 
ber 1986. 

Rebel leaders such as Satur 
Ocampo and Antonio Ztunel, 
both fomer journalists, emerged 
from years in the underground to 
appear on television talk shows 
and at public rallies. 

Both joined nearly 100,000 
people in a funeral march for 
slain labour leader Rolando Ola- 
lia during which Communist flags 
were openly displayed. 

The rebels also used the cease- 


In Bacolod, police drew up a 
list of suspected left-wing sym- 
pathisers and warned the rebels 
they would liquidate five of them 
for every policeman slain. Street 
killings there ceased. 

Manila police organised a net- 
work of armed informants and 
launched a series of mass raids in 
which hundreds of civilians were 
rounded up for questioning. 

The strategy led to protests 
from human-rights groups, but 
prompted slum-dwellers to turn 
in guerrillas to avoid harassment. 

Human-rights groups even 
took out paid advertisements in 
Manila newspapers urging the re- 
bels to scale down their killings 
for fear the military would target 
them in reprisal. The military 
claims such groups are rebel sym- 
pathisers. 

The military claims the failure 
of the urban strategy led to a 
shakeup of the party’s Manila 
branch in which more than 50 
members were investigated, 
either for mistakes or as sus- 
pected military informants. Some 
were executed, the military 
claims. 

In a recent issue of its official 
tfrgan and bayan (The'Nation), 
central coinntittee acknow- 
ledged it was reassesring “the 
nature and style of operations of 
armed city partisans” and the 
need for shifting away from “a 
purely military viewpoint.” 

Rural organisation 

That, in turn, appears to have 
led to new emphasis on rural 
organisation. About two-thirds of 
the 58 million Filipinos live in 
rural areas, which have so for not 
benefitted from improvements in 
the economy. There, the rebels 
hope to expand their system of 
shadow governments and recruit 
followers. 

“We are now hying to profes- 


fire to infiltrate nearly 3,000 sionalise leaders in preparation 
“armed city partisans'* into Man- *?r building provisional revolu- 
ila. After peace talks collapsed tionary governments,” said one 
and fighting resumed, guerrillas rebel official on Negros island, 
launched a campaign of street use d the pseudonym Fidel 
assassinations, killing nearly 100 Castro. “We^also need a higher 
police, soldiers and officials dur- ' eve * °f training” to combat gov- 
mg 1987 in Manila alone. eminent counterinsurgency 

strategy. 

Failed strategy As part of that strategy, De- 

But rebels acknowledge that fence Secretary Fidel Ramos said 
the urban strategy foiled. Indis- December chat rebels have 
criminate killings alarmed the seized more than 31,000 hectares 
urban classes. They also promp- (76,500 acres) of land nationwide- 
ted sometimes draconian re- and are distributing tracts to land- 
spouses, from the police. less formers. 
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' CHEN'S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo . 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefbr 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. y 

6:30 - Midnight / 



CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISM© 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6H0 p m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 
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Special Executive Luncheons 
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available 
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Dramatic woodblock prints from Japan 


Japanese art is being received with a growing 
fascination. The latest presentation from Japan 
is an exhibition of woodblock prints devoted 
solely to the actors on the country’s traditional 
stage. 


By Natalie Warren-Green 

OXFORD — Some of the most 
striking representations of actors 
on stage in different roles come 
from Japanese woodblock print- 
owkers whose work is on display 
at a current exhibition in Oxford. 

Japanese art is gradually gain- 
ing ground outside the country. 
Collectors of Japanese art from 
virtually all periods range from 
Arab and South Asian business* 
men to European and American 
individuals, corporations and 
museums. 

Theatre prints is an art form 
which is singularly Japanese. 
Theatre prints were the staple 
production of the Kasukawa 
school in Japan during the second 
half of the 18th century. Some 
other printmakeis »lgp dabbled in 
the art but it was not until the 
Utagawa school took over the 
speciality that printmaking of the 
actors on stage really took off. It 
is the pictures from this school 
that are being shown by the his- 
toric Ashmolean Museum. 

Pictures of Actors oa the Stage 
was the first major series of actor 
prints by the highly acclaimed 
artist Toyokuni (1769-1825). 
They were published during 1794- 
6, while Toyokuni was still in his 
mid-twenties. At present, 52 de- 
signs from die series are known, 
all of which show a tall, full- 
length figure in the large oban 
format. This became a standard 
way of depicting actors in subse- 
quent years and was reflected in 
the portrayal of Nakamura Naka- 
bo Q (Masatsuya) and of the 
actor Kataoka Nizaemon VII. 

Later in hET cnee?, Toyokuni 
portrayed' the actor Nakamura 
Utaemon HI performing seven 
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A Soviet hero 


By Ralph Boulton 
Reuter 

MOSCOW — Rebel Communist 
Boris Yeltsin, a hero of the Mos- 
cow crowds but a maverick to his 
party enemies, looks set for a 
political comeback with a sweep- 
ing victory in Sunday’s Soviet 
elections. 

Railing against party privilege 
and decrying chronic food shor- 
tages, Yeltsin has struck a popu- 
lar note with Muscovites who 
have flocked to his rallies. Yeltsin 
posters plaster walls and buses, 
his heavy, peasant face smiles 
from badges. 

“He’s the only one who speaks 
our language and understands the 
way we think,” one working class 
Muscovite said when asked why 
he was voting for Yeltsin. 

Many supporters from Sverd- 
lovsk, where Yeltsin started his 
political career as regional chief 
in 1976, re-registered in Moscow 
to cast their vote for him here. 
Some brought their own posters 
displayed prominently in public 
meeting places. 

The stakes are high for Yeltsin. 
His victory against a conservative 
Communist rival in the first mul- 
ti-candidate elections here for 70 
years would virtually ensure him 
of a role in future decision- 
making. 

Yeltsin, 58, a heavily-built man 
with white hair, worked his way 
up from a peasant borne to be- 
come a factory director and then 
local party chief. 

Soon after bis rise to power in 
the Kremlin, Mikhail Gorbachev 
summoned him to Moscow to 
help fire his new “Perestroika’* 
policies and root out rampant 
corruption in the Moscow party 
machinery. 

Blunt sad impatient 

But his blunt and sometimes 
impatient manner earned him 
enemies in the ruling pditburo, 
where be was* junior non-voting 
member. 

Yeltsin pushed Gorbachev to 
step up the pace of economic 
reform and take more urgent 
action to ease the blight of Hfe 
throughout the Soviet Union — * 
food shortages. 

He also urged abo&tios of spe- 


cial shops and other privileges for 
the parly elite, malting highly 
publicised trips to shops and de- 
lighting Muscovites by riding on 
public transport. 

“One day, (Yeltsin) arrived at 
our factory on a tram,” Central 
Committee member Vladimir 
Tikhomirov wrote in a bitter pub- 
lic criticism of Yeltsin last week. 
“But very few people knew that 
B.N. Yeltsin got out of his car 
and boarded that tram only one 
stop before the factory. ’’ 

Yeltsin was deeply wounded 
when, in late 1987, be was sum- 
moned to a meeting of Moscow 
communists and stripped of his 
post as leader of file city party. 
He apologised to Gorbachev and 
said be bad been too ambitious — 
a declaration he later withdrew. 

“1 was taken from my hospital 
bed to the session. In the condi- 
tion I was at the time it’s not 
surprising I said things I (fid not 
really feel. I don’t think Fm 
over-ambitious,” he later told 
Soviet television. 

Asked by reporters at his poll- 
ing station Sunday what his ambi- 
tions were, he said in a deep 
drawling voice: “I want to be a 
deputy. As for what comes after, 
Fm not a fortune teller.” 

He blames his feDing-out with 
Gorbachev on Yegor Ugachev, 
widely seen as the leading con- 
servative in the politburo, and 
believes Ligachev helped en- 
gineer an inquiry by fire party 
central committee into accusa- 
tions that Ins radical remarks on 
political reform violated official 
policy. 

Political conclusions 

“You, Boris, have not drawn 
the correct political conclusions,” 
Ugachev told him from the 
podium of a party conference in 
1987, just before his fall from 
grace. 

Yeltsin's penetrating blue eyes 
and aggressive manner and his 
dear delight in his newly-won 
acclaim, suggest a tough, deter- 
mined nature. 

“Struggle is always struggle. 
It involves attack mid defence 
ami knock-outs also happen. I 
have had to go through all of 
these.” be said in a recent inter- 


changes of role in a dance sequ- 
ence performed in 1811. These 
‘quick change' dance skits, or 
heogemono, allowed actors to 

display to the full their dexterity 
ana virtuosity at interpreting 
different roles and were particu- 
larly popular in the early 19th 
century. . 

Nakamura Utaemon in was 
the principal star of Kabuki in the 
Kyoto/Osaka area. In the 1811 
performance he took turns to 
represent, among others, a cour- 
tesan, a blind musician, and a salt 
maiden. 

Toyokuni also produced a sun- 
mono colour woodblock print (c. 
1820) of the actor Ichikawa Dan- 
juro VII in the Shibarakn role. 
“Surimono” are small, deluxe 
prints employing lavish printing 
techniques, including metal pig- 
ments and embossing, which 
were specially co mmiss ioned by 
poetry dubs — in this case poets 
who were supporters of the actors 
depicted. 

Utagawa Kunisada (1786-1864) 
was one of the most prolific 
graphic artists of all time. His 
total output, including book illus- 
trations, has been estimated at 
some 50,000 designs during a 
working career of over 50years. 
He produced one such surimono, 
with metallic pigments in 18Z7, 
depicting the actors Ichikawa 
Daojiuo VTI and Bando Mitsu- 
goro HI in an armour tugging* 
scene. 

During the late 1920s Kumsa- 
da studied the Kano genre style 
of the earlier master Hanabusa 
Itcfao (1652-1724) and used the 
signature ’Hanabusa Itcho* on a 
number of prints issued during 
this period. 


Mampachiro was a fashionable 
restaurant in Edo, often the 
venue for ’poetry and painting 
parties*, or shogakai, where 
famous artists, writers and other 
celebrities would paint or write 
poems impromptu for the assem- 
bled paying guests. Kunisada por- 
trayed actors producing paintings 
to order at one such shogakai fo 
file restaurant in a surimono col- 
our woodblock print (c. 1830). 

Further colour woodblock 
prints followed, and between the 
years 1810-1820, Kunisada por- 
trayed Nakamura Utaemon HI in 
a ’retirement*, or isse iefudai per- 
formance. But Utaemon HI acted 
’retirement* performances on 
several occasions when he left 
Edo to return to his native Osar 
ka, making it difficult to know to 
which performance the prints re- 
late. 

In 1852, Kunisada designed a 
series of actor portraits with 
backgrounds based on designs 
from the famous landscape series 
S3 Stations of the Tokaiao High- 
way (1833-34) by Ando Hiroshige 
(1797-1858). So greatest was the 
success of the series that Kmrisa- 
da produced further portraits 
with landscape backgrounds of 
places In-between’ the famous 53 
stations. At present a total of 129 
designs are recorded from the 
series. 

Also in 1852, Kunisada pro- 
duced a colour woodblockprint 
(pentatych) of the F]rve CEival- 


(1851). 

More humourous {mats were 
Caricatures (of Actors) Scribbled 
on a Storehouse Wall (cl847). 
Kuniyo&hi pays the ultimate tri- 
bute to the actors’ street popular- 
ity by drawing their portraits and 
adding appreciative remarks as if 
scribbled by some workman on a 
storehouse wall. Even the artists’ 
signature and the publisher's 
t rademark appear as graffiti at 
the bottom of the print as a 

finishing touch of humour. 

The phenomenal success of 
Kunisada’s series of actor por- 
traits set against landscapes of the 
Tokaido highway encouraged 
Kuniyoshi to attempt works of a 
g fpnlaT type. There was consider- 
able rivalry between these two 


star pupils of Toyokuni, each so 
different in artistic temperament. 

One of Kunisada's most 
talented pupils was the artist 
Tqyahara Kunkhika (1835-1900), 
who produced a memorial por- 
trait of his artistic master, show- 
ing Kunisada after he had taken 
Buddhist vows with shaven head, 
as was the custom in old age. 
There is a long inscription by die 
writer Kanagaki Robnn (1829-94) 
winch includes information about 
Kunisada's life, not recorded 
elsewhere. 

Kunisada was succeeded as 
head of the Utagawa school by 
his son-in-law, who took the 
nama Kunisada H and continued 
the tradition of colour woodblock 
printing. — Academic File. 





rous Men. Led by Karigane Bun- 
shirfri , they were champions of 
the common man against injus- 
tices perpetrated by evil samurai, 
and as such were popular heroes 
of the Kabuki stage. 

Master of fire humourous, the 
bizarre and the macabre, the 
artist Kuniyoshi (1797-1861) de- 
veloped his own unusual and 
gifted method of producing prints 
in such a way that the images he 
created were both sinister and 
menacing. He carefully wiped the 
printing blocks to produce subtle 
gradations of colour which cre- 
ated startling, and harrowing im- 
ages. One of these was of the 
actor Ichikawa Kodanji IV as a 
blood drenched ghost and of Ban- 
do Hikosaburo IV as a warrior 





Deep-sea barrels and 
barrels of death 


Deep-sea dumping of nuclear wastes is fraught 
with unknown risks for marine populations, since 
scientists are still trying to figure out the levels at 
which radiation becomes .dangerous for the 
different species in the seas. 


By Maryam Schiller 

VIENNA — Nuclear waste dis- 
posal is increasingly wrapped up 
in myths. One of the most preva- 
lent ones is that what’s safe for 
humans must be safe for other 
species, too. 

Not quite, say nudear scientists 
currently involved with research. 
With undersea nuclear waste dis- 
posal increasing becoming the 
norm, attention has been drawn 
to the risk of nudear waste radia- 
tion spreading from the so-called 
“abiotic” or lifeless areas into 
populated areas of the sea and 
playing havoc with marine life. 

Normally the waste is stored in 
what the waste disposal experts 
maintain are areas with minim al 
marine life. The waste, usually of 
low radioactivity, is currently 


being stored at depths of no less 
than 4,000 metres (13,000 feet) 
under seas. That ensures, say the 
experts, safety in “considerable 
dilution” of file radioactive mate- 
rial and in disfanra* from human 
and mari ne life. 

But recent studies maintain 
that the distance or the immedi- 
ate abiotic marine environment 
offer no guarantee at all that such 
waste wfll not damage life in the 
seas. In undersea disposal, “un- 
like geological disposal, there are 
no impermeable barriers, and it is 
posable to postulate that deep 
sea marine organisms could sus- 
tain high levels of exposure from 
dumping onto the seabed, while 
levels to man are kept low,” says 
Amelia Hagen, nuclear safety ex- 
pert at the Vienna-based Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 


(IAEA). 

Nuclear waste destined for 
undersea disposal currently is 
selected on the basis of the 
IAEA's guidelines in force since 
1972. Bnt the guidelines were 
arrived at by measuring the effect 
of radioactive exposure on hu- 
man beings. There are no gener- 
ally accepted dose limits for other 
species or whole populations of 
different spedes, although the 
guidelines ostensibly seek protec- 
tion of whole communities, 
rather than sin gl e species. 

Information on the effect of 
radiation on aquatic fife remains 
incomplete, she says. However, 
recent research by the agency was 
able to establish that prolonged 
exposure of marine animals to 
radioactive waste damped at the 
sea floor could create a major 
problem. The greatest risks to 
molluscs, for example, are caused 
by prolonged exposure to 
caesium-137, zinc-65, phitonnim- 
239 and other radioactive mate- 
rial released by nuclear waste. 
— Academic FUe. 


Nigeria: task force to find alternatives 


NIGERIA 


By O’Seim Ogunseitan 

LAGOS — A presidential task 
force now in search of environ- 
mentally desirable alternative ■ 
sources of fuel in Nigeria has ,e 
recommended reviewing the' 11 
country’s tree-planting' strategy r '’ 
against the dangerously en- 
croaching Sahara desert 

The task force may suggest that an 
intensified exploitation of the 
country’s coal and vast, but yet- 
uotapped tar sand deposits 
should be the pivot of the govern- 
ment's war against the increased 
felling of scarce trees from the 
Sahara desert fringes along the 
country’s northern border. 

In what may be the most radic- 
al turnaround for Nigeria’s 13- 
I year-old fight against foe Sahara, 

| President Ibrahim Babanigida 
has personally heard from leading 
environmentalists in foe country 
that only the development of 
alternative sources of feel will 
win foe war against the wanton 
destruction of the delicate savan- 
na ecology. 

The Minister of Works, Hous- 
ing and Environment indicated 


foe government’s willingness to 
try out new strategies, “now that 
it is clear that all past tree- 
planting campaigns and follow-up 
actions by. the government have . 
gpie- tim t , ! u T"" 

longer seem capable ofwithL- " 
standing the blistering desert cli- 
mate.” He was referring to foe 
fact that many trees planted in 
foe anti-desertification war hard- 
ly live for more than six months in 
foe field, once out of nurseries. 


In foe past 13 years more than 
$107 million has been spent on 
afforestation efforts, in northern 
Nigeria, on the Sahara's southern 

Hfti rP.WS* JS®{ 

borders . as shelter now 

dying odt before tKby ‘take : root. 
The older, hardier indigenous 
trees which withstood foe harsh 
desert dimate and held the de- 
sert's southward advance in 
check, are being cut for fuelwood 
— Panes. 


Barbados: boost to food 


accommodate foe special needs 
of small entrepreneurs. 

The food processing plant is 
expected to provide a link be- 
tween industry and agriculture 
and can contribute to foe goals of 
foe country's food diversification 
programme. Greaves said that 
foe plant is expected to contri- 
bute to a fell in food imports, a 
growth in exports, an increase in 
foreign exchange earnings, and 
foe creation of farther employ- 
ment — Panes. 


By Ulric Rice 

ST. JAMES — A fresh fillip has 
been given to foe food crop sector 
of Barbados’ agriculture by foe 
start of construction on a food 
processing plant 

The Munster of Agriculture, 
Evelyn Greaves, said that foe 
$1.5 million project sponsored by 
foe Industrial Development Cor- 
poration (IDC) came out of foe 
government’s commitment to 



JOB OPPORTUNITY 


An International Jordanian firm is seeking to recruit 
dynamic, presentable young men with the following 
requirements: 

/ 

1- Education: University degree from a recognised in- 

stitution, Major, in Marketing, Business 
Administration, or Economics. 

2- Languages: Very good command of the English 

language, and any other foreign lan- 
guage is advantageous. 

3- Age: Between 24-28 years. 

4- Nationality: Jordanian. 

The job offered is challenging and might entail, in future, 
work outside Jordan. Those who are accepted will 
undergo an intensive formal and on the job training 
programme designed especially for that job. 

If interested, please send your Curriculum Vitae to the 
following address, not later than the 13th, of April 1989: 

Director Personnel Affairs, 

P.O. Box 3148 
Amman - Jordan. 



Si JORDAN PHOSPHATE 
MINES CO., LTD. 

INVITATION TO TENDER 
No. 11F/89 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender No. 
1 1 F/89 for the supply of (rubber conveyor beits). 
The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman supply department until 2:00 
p.m. local time Saturday 13th May 1989. Ap- 
plication for documents should be accompanied 
by a nonrefundable fee of (JD 60) for each set of 
tender documents. 

The closing date for submission tender is 12.00 
hours local time Saturday 20th May 1989. 

Wasef Azar 
Managing Director 


SAUDI ARABIA 


THE JERAISY COMPUTER 


vice president is now in Amman and willing to 
talk personally to SENIOR COMPUTER AND 
BUSINESS EXECUTIVES for positions in 
Riyadh, Dammam and Jeddah. We offer very 
attractive salaries, housing, transport, air tickets 
and other fringe benefits. 

Please call Regency Palace Hotel Tel. 
660000 room 1514 for 3 days only (8-9-10/4/ 
1989) 

Contacts treated with strict confidentiality. 
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South Jordan 
needs tourism, 
industrial push 


AQABA (Petra) — A meeting to revise development 
projects in the southern regions of Jordan ended 
Thursday when the participants issued several re- 
commendations designed to promote tourism, voca- 
tional t raining , agriculture, transport and other 
sectors. 


Tbevmeeting, which was held 
under the patronage of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and was attended by several 
cabinet ministers, concluded that 
tourism and industry, especially 
in the port city of Aqaba, should 
be supported by a eating a good 
climate for investment and im- 
proving facilities for visitors. 

A statement issued at the end 
of the meeting called for the 
development of traditional crafts 
that contribute to tourism, the 
participation of local sectors in 
marketing Jordan's tourist attrac- 
tions abroad, alongside the 
Ministry of Tourism and the 
Royal Jordanian, and the enact- 
ment of legislations to help in this 
endeavour. 

The statement called on the 
Royal Jordanian to increase its 
flights between Amman and 
Aqaba to promote tourism and 
encourage Jordanians to visit the 
port city and the spas of Afra and 


Barbita and other tourist attrac- 
tions in the south. 

The statement called on the 
concerned authorities to build a 
road to link the Dead Sea with 
Aqaba and the Nabatean town of 
Petra in the course of efforts to 
encourage tourism. 

The statement voiced the parti- 
cipants’ hopes for the govern- 
ment to create incentives for the 
national and the Arab shipping 
lines and the Jordanian private sector 
to purchase ships that can be used 
for transporting phosphate mined 
in southern Jordan. It also urged 
the Aqaba Railway Corporation 
to step up efforts to increase to 
7.S milli on tonnes the annual 
amounts of phosphate trans- 
ported to Aqaba for export. 

The participants heard a report 
by the local co mmi ttee entrusted 
with examining the agricultural 
sector in southern Jordan. The 
report recommended a set of 
measures to help protect the agri- 



Hk Royal Highness Crown Prince HassaB ex pr esses 
his evaluation oo die subject of development in the 


southern regions during the final session of a 
meeting which concluded Thursday (Petra photo). 


cultural land, to provide suffi- 
cient water for irrigation and to 
protect tite water basins in the 
south. 


Agricultural projects and facili- 
ties for investments in the south 
will help stem the movement and 
migration of local inhabitants, the 
statement said. It added that a 
reduction in the cost of water for 
farmers and providing higher 
amounts of animal feed are 


among the favourable measures 
that can help develop agriculture. 

There also were other recom- 
mendations to develop educa- 
tion, sports and youth activities 
and to modernise the work of 
local municipal and village coun- 
cils. 


Crown Prince Hassan, who 
opened the meeting Wednesday, 
called on the inhabitants of the 
southern regions of Jordan who 


had left their hometowns to re- 
turn to the south and participate! 
in the economic development 
process. 

The southern regions of Jordan 
account for nearly 50 per cent of 
the total area of the country and 
can absorb one third of the over- 
all amounts of investments, but, 
unfortunately, the Crown Prince 
said the area now is home for 
only 10 per cent of the country’s 
population. 


Arab cooperatives to discuss , ■ 
poultry production in Iraq soon 


■P 


P 

0 . 


AMMAN (Petra) — A seminar 
to deal with poultry production in 
the Arab World and the role of 
cooperatives m prom o t in g tins 
industry will be held in Baghdad 
soon, according to Mousa Arafeh, 
deputy director of the Jordan 


Cairo where he took part in a 
meeting -by the Arab Coopera- 
tives Union which was attended 
by delegates from 13 Arab states. 

Arafeh said the delegates from 
the four countries of the Arab 


Stating the flow of agricultural 
products from and into any of the 
four-member states. 


Cooperation Council (ACC), 
which i 


Referring to the decision about 
the meeting in Baghdad Arafeh 


made tire announcement 
upon returning to Amman from 


was formed in Baghdad 
recently, held a series of separate 
meetings to discuss means of fad- 


issues that impede do$er coop- 
eration among cooperatives m 
the Arab Wo 


Syria makes barren land blooi 


MESKANE (R) — Near a huge 
dam in nozttfa Syria the waters of 
the river Euphrates are making 
patched land^kwm in a drive for 
national setf-sraaency in food. 
The dam at Lake Assad is the 


heart of a project to irrigate 6,400 
kilometres hectares of 


square 

useless scrubland to help feed 
Syria’s 10 million people. 

Wheat, rice, cotton and fruit 
are already being grown thanks to 
newly-built pomps and pipes, eas- 
ing a food import bin that foreign 
diplomats have estimated at half 
of foreign exchange income. 

At Meskane on the western 
shore of the lake, engineer 
Mohammad Hussein explained a 
new stage of the ambitious pro- 
ject — to irrigate 500 square 
kilometres by 1990. 

Officials say the year-old gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Zubi, a former agri- 


Bankers expect further decline for pound 


Egyptian currency black market rebounds strongly 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt's foreign 
currency black market, subdued 
for nearly two years after econo- 
mic reforms, is staging a powerful 
comeback and threatening furth- 
er depreciation of the Egyptian 
pound, bankers say. 


An acute liquidity shortage, 
ith niah d 


coinciding with high demand on 
the dollar, has forced the pound 
to unprecedented lows and bank- 
ers expect further decline. 

They said the rebound of the 
black market reflected a lack of 


confidence in government policy. 
“It's a vicious circle. We are 


now back to the days when the 
black market controlled hard cur- 
rency and the value of the 
pound," said one banker. 

The dollar fetched 2.90 pounds 
on the black market last week 
against 2.45 on the official free 
market set up in 1987. The offi- 
cial rate is set daily by a commit- 
tee of bankers. 

“The pound has been shrink- 
ing. I expect it (the official rate) 
to dip to 2.70 or three against the 
dollar in the next few months,” 
another banker said. 

Analysts said the decline 


appeared partly spurred by a 
spate of rumours, including one 
that the mili tary was buying dollars 
from the street to meet debt 
commitments. 

Low remittances 

Bankers said a decline in re- 
mittances from Egyptians work- 
ing abroad, the country's main 
hard currency earner, had cre- 
ated a shortage of funds in the 
official market and helped 
deepen the crisis. 

“The drop in dollar revenue on 
the official market amounts to 40 
per cent,” an analyst with a pub- 
lic sector bank said. 

‘Problem of confidence’ 


Islamic companies, which paid 
higher returns than banks, were 
unstable pyramid schemes that 
threatened the economy. 


“The ordinary Egyptian work- 
; Gulf is bewildered by the 


“It’s a problem of confidence,” 
he - said. “People can no longer 
ti?m the economy of the adminis- 
tration.” 

He cited a government crack- 
down on Islamic investment 
houses last year which deprived 
hundreds of thousands of small 
depositors from monthly returns 
paid by these firms and froze 
millions of dollars in investments. 

The government feared the 


er In the Gulf is 
crackdown because the Islamic 
companies have been working for 
years in the country and dealing 
with the government and public 
sector,” the bank analyst said. 

“Such people have ceased to 
transfer their do 11 arc through the 
official banking system,” he said. 

Inflation likely to rise 

Bankers said the turmoil on 
the dollar market was likely to 
raise inflation, now running at 
about 25 per cent. 

“The consumer will bear the 
brunt of the decline in the value 
of the pound,’’ a -private banker 
.said. 

The Egyptian pound, which 
faced a 60 per ant de • facto 
devaluation due to the economic 
refonns of 1987, has seen its 
value cut by 10 piastres (four 
cents) against the dollar on Che 
official market over the past 
month- 


This was the biggest monthly 
decline since the government set 
up the official foreign exchange 
market in May 1987 to curb spe- 
culation against the local cur- 
rency. 

The official market, which then 
raised the dollar rate to near 
r ealistic levels of about 2.16 from 
the previous 135 pounds, has 
largely kept black market dealers 
at bay. 

“Black market dealers had not 
totally disappeared. But the differ- 
ence between the official and the 
free rates remained unchanged at 
about six per cent,” another 
banker said. 

But the downhill trend started 
in February with rumours that 


some b anks were facing trouble, 
which created a run on deposits 
stretching the limits at some 
banks. 

Bankers said up to $200 milli on 
had been withdrawn from one 
bank alone within six weeks. 

They said the liquidity squeeze 
was likely to backlash on another 
front — repayment of about $4 
billion in private debts. 

Some bankers said domestic 
foreign currency loans made 
when the dollar was worth about 
0.80 pounds were likely to be 
dropped, at least in part, as bad 
debts. 

High demand for dollars 

Bankers expect the shortage to 
worsen later this month when 


tens of thousands of Muslims turn 
to the black market for dollars to 
perform the Umra, or minor pil- 
grimage to Mecca, during the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan. 

Foreign exchange revenues 
from the official mar ket, which 
has brought about $53 billion 
into die banking system since its 
establishment, are only used to 
finance imports. The black mar- 
ket supplies dollars for other 
transactions. 


Bankers said the government, 
and public sector projects were 
the main beneficiary of the hard 
.currency revenues of the official 
market, leaving the private sector 
and other Egyptians to fin their 
needs from .dm black market. 


Japan calls on foreign companies 
to propose overseas aid projects 


Prominent Soviet writer predicts 
’89 the worst year for economy 


TOKYO (R) — Japan, the 
world's biggest aid donor, cannot 
find enough good projects in poor 
countries to spend its money on 
and wants companies in the de- 
veloped world to propose ideas 
that Japan can finana. 

Azusa Hayashi. director of the 
foreign ministry's loan aid divi- 
sion, told reporters Thursday that 
Japanese construction and trad- 
ing firms were losing interest in 
aid -financed projects in develop- 
ing countries. 

“The domestic economy is in 


good shape and there are lots of 
projects and jobs in Japan, so 
they don't have to go abroad,'’ 
Hayashi said. 

He said most developing coun- 
tries lacked the ability to formu- 
late good development project 
ideas and Japanese aid officials 
had traditionally relied heavily on 
private companies to propose 
projects. 

“I request the cooperation of 
Japanese companies and of U.S. 
and European companies. If they 
have a good project, bring it to 


Japan and let us know,” Hayashi 
said. 

In the 1988 financial year en- 
ding March 31, Japan’s total 
overseas development aid pay- 
ments, including debt reschedul- 
ing assistance, amounted to 1.145 
trillion yen ($8.67 billion), an 
increase of 59 per ant over the 
previous year. 

Hayashi said the increase was 
largely a result of larger debt 
rescheduling loans to developing 
countries including Indonesia and 
China. 
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Packing, Crating, Moving 
(House to House) 

Air, Sea, Overland 

Freight. 

Express Services. 

Local & fnternational. 


For any information. 
Please call 

Tel. 606723 / 681237 
TLX: 21174 Fax: 606536 
Amman / Jordan. 



MOSCOW (Agencies) — A 
prominent journalist told hard- 
pressed consumers Thursday that 
the Soviet Union is facing its 
toughest year yet and could de- 
generate into “economic chaos” 
without urgent reforms. 

“The bony hand of hunger for 
products is quite capable of 
strangling perestroika,” the 
Soviet programme of economic 
restructuring, Vasily Selyunin 
wrote in a front-page article in 
the daily SotsiaUsticbeskaya Id- 
dustriya. 

By putting off painful refonns, 
government economists are ruin- 
ing the chances for those refonns 
to succeed, said Selyunin, a wri- 
ter who specialises in economic 
affairs. 

He riled the need to deal 
urgently with the Soviet budget 
deficit and shortages of consumer 
goods. Selyunin’s calls for more 
rapid economic change previous- 
ly have appeared in the Soviet 
Union’s top journals. 

The sooner real reform is intro- 
duced the better, he wrote “be- 
cause otherwise we’U have to be 
introducing economic reform 
under the auditions of economic 
chaos.” 

The government could have 
begun raising prices on plentiful, 
easily substituted items, but now 
it is too late because virtually 
everything is in short supply, he 


MANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, gweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more informa- 
tion please call WaeM 
Real Estate at 665342 


ANGLICAN CHURCH IN AMMAN 


Services this Sunday 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
All denominations welcome 
Chaplain: Revd William Taylor 

Tel: 628543 


RANGE ROVER FOR SALE 

Excellent condition, model 1985, two doors, blue 
colour, 62,000 km. 


Duty unpaid — price JD 6,000 

Call* Bruno 641254 


said. 

An institute on consumer de- 
mand found that of a list of 211 
food products, only 23 could be 
bought freely, be said. The rest 
require connections with the sel- 
lers, overpayment or are 
rationed. 

Strategists of economic reform 
promise tough refonns after an 
initial period of heightened out- 
put of consumer goods, but there 
is no reason to expect any such 
increase, Selyunin said. 

“On the contrary, one can ex- 
pect that the year 1989 will be the 
most unsuccessful of all those we 
have lived through,” he said. 

Along with the announced 
budget deficit of 36 billion rou- 
bles ($58 billion) and an addition- 
al 64 billion roubles ($102 billion) 
in loans to state enterprises that 
are toting money, the unexpected 
expense of earthquakes in Arme- 
nia and Tadzhikistan will cripple 
the 1989 economy even farther, 
Setyunin said. 

He said inflation is creeping 
into the economy at four per cent 
to five per cent annually, much 
higher than official figures. That's 
high enough to make consumers 
grumble but not to affect the 
product shortage, he said. 

‘Today we have to choose be- 
tween only two realities: Either 
relatively stable prices with minor 
inflation of about six per ant and 
empty shelves, or quickly rising 
prices and goods in the stores,” 
he said. 

Selyunin’s prescriptions for fix- 
ing the economy included cuts in 
military spending, which he 


placed at nearly 20 per cent of 
national income, and two or three 
years of importing giant stocks of 
goods from the West. 

The imports a old be sold at 10 
times their cost and thus both 
help to balana toe state budget 
and satisfy consumer demand, 
Selyunin proposed. 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and other Kremlin leaders 
have said they oppose such mas- 
sive imports, preferring to spend 
money o n modernising Soviet in- 
dustry instead. 

Parliamentarian urges more 
radical reform 


Meanwhile agricultural eco- 
nomist Vladimir Tikhonov, a new 
member of the Soviet parliament, 
says farm reforms adopted last 
month did not go far enough to 
produce the agrarian revolution 
he feels his country needs. 

He told Reuters in an interview 
in London that an election last 
week for the new Soviet parlia- 
ment bad strengthened the hand 
of reformers pushing fra- more 
radical measures in agriculture. 

“This is tire defeat of the party 
apparatus,” he said of the voting, 
in which dozens of party bureauc- 
rats were defeated and a bloc of 
progressives was elected. 

Tikhonov, who frequently 
comments in the Soviet press 
about why farming policy is going 
wrong and the harm coUecrivisa- 
tion did to the country, was 
elected by the Academy erf Agri- 
cultural Sciences to one of the 
parliamentary seats reserved for 
professional organisations. 


A HOUSE IN WESTERN SHMEISANI 
FOR RENT 


With or without furniture, first floor, separate entrance, private 
garden, private garage, with separate central heating, tele- 
phone. consists of 2 bedrooms, sitting room, (fining room, 2 
bathrooms, glassed-in veranda, spacious kitchen. 

Uttation: Western Shmeisani, west of Professional Association 
Complex, Abdul Halim Ai Nimer Street, near Bilal Mosque, 
House No. 24. 

Tel: 685593 


665711 from 9 ajn.- 12.-00 noon and 4-6 p.m. 


FOR RENT 


Semi-villa in Urn Sommaq, comprising 4 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, dining room, living room, salon, J separate 
central heating, electricity and water, garage and garden. 


Call: 642381/2, for further information 


cultural engineer, has given new 
impetus to agricultural develop- 
ment 

“We have priority (over other 
economic sectors) in delivery of 
equipment and tools,” said an 
official. “Rules limiting the num- 
ber of personnel are not applied 
to us.” 

„ But since the dam was built in 
1978, only 700 square kilometres 
of fold has been irrigated under 
the project which aims to even- 
tually transform the local econo- 
mies around the townsof Dayr Al 
Zaur, Raqqa, Althawra and 
Aleppo. 

The volume of water in Lake 
Assad, named after President 
Hafez Al Assad, has risen by 
more than 15 per cent to 14 


billion cubic metres as the dam 
has been raised. - 
High rainfall last year helped 
nationwide cereal output reach 
six milli on tonnes, more than 
twice 1987 production. This year 
less rain has fallen but officials 
predict another bumper harvest 
Syria’s farms, some state-run 
and some private, export fruit, 
vegetables, cotton and a hard 
strain of wheat, but tire country 
imports large amounts of soft 
wheat for making orchnarybread. 

Two dams in Turkey higher up 
the Euphrates river are affecting 
the flow of die river, an official 
said. 

An official said three-way talks 
on harnessing the river are held 
regularly with Iraq. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE 


Thursday, April 6 , 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


US. dollar 
Pound Stednig 
Demxbenuifc 
Swiss franc 


Japanese yen (far 100) 40&5 410.9 


_ French franc 

093 Japanese yen f 

538.0 S4ZJ0 Dutch guilder 

913.5 922_5 Swetfsh crown 

287 J 290.1 Italian lire (for 100J 

326.5 330.7 Belgian franc (for 10) 


8S.1 86.0 


254.8 257.2 , 
84.4 85.3 . 

39.2 39.5 

137.3 138.5 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 


Following is a summary of trading during last week and the 
previous week: 



April 1-5 

March 25-29 

Daily average 

JD 552375 

JD 835,025 ! 

Total volume 

JD 2,671377 

JD 4,175,125 

Total shares 

1,934,197 

2,878,059 

No. of contracts - 

2,612 

Sectoral trading: 

3,165 

Industrial 

JD 1,960,409 

JD 2,843,134 


(70.9%) 

(68.1%)' 

Financial 

JD 413,869 

■ JD 797320 


(14.9%) 

(29.9%) 

Service 

(13.2%) 

(7.3%) 

Insurance 

(1.0%) 

(5.5%) 

Share price index 

125.6 

126.0 

No. of companies 

58 

64 

Price movement (rise) 20 

19 

(decline) 

30 

31 

(stable). 

8 

14 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. -dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.7025/35 

1.1910/20 

1.8689/99 

2.1081791 

1.6410/20 

39.13/15 

63070/120 

1371/1372 

131.95/132.05 

6.3770/820 

6.7950/8000 

7.2570/620 

384.35/384.85 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


SYDNEY — A sell-off in industrial stocks took the All Ordinaries 
index 11.6 points lower to 1,412.9. ’Investors were probably 
more interested in the weather outlook for the weekend,” said 
one broker. 


TOKYO — Brices ended with a moderate gain in light turnover 
ahead of the weekend and U.S. jobs data. Individual bargain- ■ 


hunting for incentive-backed issues propped the market up on an 
otherwise dull day. The Nikkei index rose 18927 to 33,185.05. 


HONG KONG — Stocks advanced slightly on scattered buying in 
thin trading. The Hang Seng index rose 838 to 3,024.09. 


SINGAPORE — Prices were generally down but dosed above the 
J -"’s lows on selective buying in active trading. The Straits Times- 1 
‘ index fell 5.77 to 1,186.66. 


BOMBAY — Share prices shrugged off end-of-account considera- 
tions to rally on heavy speculative buying. Demand was sparked 
by rumours that the govern m ent would announce personal tax 
breaks and concessions to industry before the 1989/90 budget is 
passed . by parliament next moirth. 

FRANKFURT — Stares closed mixed, to higher in moderately 
active trading, dominated by strong demand for selected ^speciality 
stocks. The PAX index rose 232 to 1348.02. - 


ZURICH — Prices dosed little changed in quiet trading after 
recovering from profittaking centred on industrial shares. The 
all-share index eased 0.7 to 1,018. 


PARIS — Prices ended an uncertain session lower after mixed' 
signals from U.S. March employment data fuelled caution about, 
the short-term global outlook for stocks. ; /• 

LONDON — Shares were weak but off their lows in mid- 
afternoon after Wafl Street reversed initial declines triggered by 
toe jobs data. At 1451 GMT the FTSE index, was down 10.7 at 
2,0413. 



NEW. YORK ~ Stocks were moderately higher in 

bouncing back from a lower start. Analysts smd the jobs 
showed foe economy was slowing but perhaps not enoughs 
alleviate inflation fears. The Dow was up four at 2*296. - 
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u s$ Sports 

Hershiser unbroken 
run ends with a run 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 1989 


arket 


■ATS 




CINCINNATI (AP) —The Orel 
Aura lasted just 18 pitches into 
the 1989 season. 

By then, Orel Heishiser had 
given up two hits, walked a bat' 
ter, made a throwing error and 
allowed a run that ended his 
record shutout streak at 59. 

“Those kind of thing s didn’t 
happen last year," be said after 
Cincinnati beat Mm and the Los 
.Angeles Dodgers 4-3 Wednesday 
night." You nave to be ready for 
your moment, but you need the 
probabilities of baseball on your 
side, too.*’ 

. Last season, die mortal-look- 
ing man with gold-rimmed glas- 
ses, scrawny chest and pale skin 
looked like one of the immortals. 
A year ago to the day, he opened 
the season with a shutout against 
San Francisco and by the end, the 
Hershiser era looked great and 
so (fid his E.R.A. 

But baseball has a way of even- 
ing out and dungs change. 

Hershiser, once a 17th-round 
draft pick, is now the highest-paid 
player in baseball, the first S3- 
million man. That pro m p t e d a 
practical-joking teammate this 
spring to draw lines through Her- 
shiser’s “55" jersey, turning the. 
numbers into dollar signs. 

He no longer carries his much- 
publicised computer on the road. 
He got too much kidding from 
everyone about it, and now waits 
to return home to enter his pitch- 
ing secrets into the information 


bank. 

He is no longer compared to 
his contemporaries, men like 
Gooden, Clemens and Viola. He 
is now compared to the greats of 
the game, guys like- Koufax, 
Mathcwson and Young. 

In the locker room earlier 
Wednesday, Hershiser passed out 
copies of his book “Out of the 
Blue.” Then, in the first inning 
against Cincinnati, his magic dis- 
appeared the same way. 

Bany Larkin led off the season 
against Hershiser with a single up 
the middle and later scored on a 
single to right field by Todd 
Benzznger. 

“Larkin's ball last year is prob- 
ably right at Alfredo (shortstop 
Griffin). Instead, it’s over my 
head,” Hershiser said. “During 
the streak, I get Benzinger out.” 

Hershiser made two throwing 
errors and gave up four runs, two 
of them earned, in seven innings- 

Hershiser knew it wouldn't last 
forever. In his mind, the streak 
ended last season, even before 
the playoff and world series 
heroics. 

Tve given up a lot' of rims 
since then,” he said. “So I wasn’t 
even thinking about it” 

Paul O’Ndfl, 4-for-4 on open- 
ing day, came to the plate and 
Hershiser got him easily on a 
grounder back to the mound. 

The Reds’ lineup, batting .323 
lifetime against Hershiser, got 
seven hits. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Professionals get go ahead for Barcelona 
Olympics 

MUNICH, West Germany (R) — Professionals from the National 
Basketball Association (NBA) in the United States have been 
given the go ahead to compete in the Olympics and other 
international championships for the first time. The sport’s 
governing body, the International Basketball Federation (FIB A), 
voted at a meeting Friday to drop a rule allowing only amateur 
players to take part in major international events, FIBA official 


British love World Table Tennis Championships 

Aampen No.2 crashes to unknown 

# DORTMUND, West Germany team victory earlier in the cham- ter the shock of suffering defeat 

& nSWnWtjOn (RJ — China’s Olympic silver pionships, had been given a first- with his compatriots in the team 

** medallist Li Huifen crashed out round bye. final. 

JT Wl7 °f th* world championships Appelgren. ranked ninth in the Bang, who plans to retire after 

»» Thursday, beaten m her first sing- wnrLf tnnir twn hmm to subdue trvnw to win the title for -a third 



GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES QORBI 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
Cl WO TrttMW UaO* Santeaa. Me. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.1 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

• 8762 9953 0J72 *753 

The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

1 9 Pass 2 9 DM 

Pan ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— Partner has asked you to bid 
your best suit, so do it. Bid two 
spades, and be thankful that you 
have a four-card suit! After all, 
your heart and spade holdings could 
have been reversed, in which case 
you would still have had to bid two 
spades. 

Q.Z— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

•A83 9765 CQ1B84 *852 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 ♦ Pass 1 0 Pass 

1.9' Pass ? 

Whai action do you take? 

A. — You scraped up a response on 
this pitiful collection, but you are 
entitled to only one bid, unless part- 
ner jump shifts. Since North's sim- 
ple change of suit at the one-level is 
not forcing, pass while the going is 
good. 

Q-3 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

•JJ063 9Q5 OKQ83 *X76 

The bidding has proceeded: - 
Sooth West North East 

Pass Pass 1 * Pass 

1 C Pass 1 9 Pass 

T 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have the values and distri- 
bution for a jump to two no tramp, 
but there is no reason to break off 
the exchange of information. Since 
North has not denied possession of 
four spades, continue to explore for 
a major-suit fit by rebidding one 
spade. Besides, if rh* hand belongs 


in no trump, it will probably play 
just as well, if not better, from part- 
ner’s side. 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
bold: 

•AXJ10M 98 0J2 •AKJ9 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 

Aw — To make a jump shift, your 
baud must meet either of the follow- 
ing criteria: You must have support 
for partner’s suit, or a self-sustain- 
ing soil of your own. There is no 
question that your spades meet the 
latter condition, so jump to two 
spades. 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

•73 9AXQ62 0K94 * 854 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 9 Pass 1 * Pass 

7 

What action do you take?. 

A.— Despite your five-card suit, 
you have a hnbmreri minimum 
opening. The way to show that is to 
rebid one no tramp. Don't worry 
about the dob suit. Look at it this 
way — you almost have a stopper. 

Q.6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

•73 9AXQ632 0X6 *854 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

19 Pan 1 • Pass 

2 9 Pan 3 9 Pan 

j 

What action do yon take7 
A. — Since you have -a dead mini- 
mum opening bid, you must pass — 
partner’s raise is only invitational, 
not forcing. On a good day, howev- 
er, when everything’s going right, 
yon might venture three no trump. 
If nothing else, you’ll exasperate the 
opposition when you make it. 


Elizabeth Huttary said. The new ruling, which comes into effect 
immediately, opens the door for the NBA’s top American and 
European players to represent their countries in the Olympics. 

McEnroe Davis Cup favourite 

SAN DIEGO (R) — John McEnroe is the strong favourite 
against Yannick Noah in the first World Group Davis Cup match 
Friday between the United States and France. McEnroe, with 37 
victories, has won more singles. Davis Cup matches than any. other 
U.S. player, and in combined singles and doubles play, the New 
Yorker has a 52-9 record — the bat of any American. In addition 
to those favourable statistics, McEnroe holds a 3-0 lead in career 
victories over Noah. “We must didn’t want to come here to look 
pod,” Noah said. “We want to win and to do that HI have to 
beat John. I have nothing to lose playing John,” said Noah, 
ranked 12th in the world. “I will give everything I have.” 

Umpires protest to ITTF over team final 

DORTMUND, West Germany (R) — Angry umpires at the 
World Table Tennis Championships protested to the sport’s 
governors Thursday about a controversial decision to over-rule 
officials at the men’s team final. West German umpire Fritz 
Eigler, who took charge of Tuesday’s final between Sweden and 
China, was replaced in the fourth rubber when singles champion 
Jiang Jialiang complained about a decision. Jiang threw a tantrum 
and refused to play on against Jan-Ove Waldner after being 
penalised a point for a faulty serve. The Chinese star demanded a 
new umpire but the tournament referee ordered him to play on or 
forfeit the match. A fter fra ntic consultations. International Table 
Tennis Federation (n ib) officials over-ruled the tournament 
referee and replaced Eigler, while saying that they stood by the 
umpire’s decision against Jiang. 

New York attorney general to appeal Cup 

NEW YORK (AP) — New York State Attorney General Robert 
Abrams has decided to appeal a judge’s order to forfeit the 
America's Cop to New Zealand, his office said Thursday. 
Spokesman for Abrams said a decision has been made to appeal, 
but when the actual documents will be filed is uncertain because 
the judge's order has not been approved yet by all the parties 
involved. “We find the decision to be faulty and we have 
informed officials in San Diego that we will appeal,” said a 
spokesman for Abrams, Tim Gilles. “We have felt that New 
Zealand from the beginning was unspor tsmanlike and terribly 
disruptive,” Gilles said. 

Over 1,100 athletes failed drug tests in 1988 

COLOGNE, West Germany (R) — International Olympic 
committee (IOC) figures show that more than 1,100 athletes tested 
positive for banned substances in 1988, a leading doping tester 
said Thursday. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


Forecast for Saturday, April 8, 1989 


win HOROSCOPE 

— As Charted By The CarroU Rlghter Astrological Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Per- 
sonal decisions are met with mixed 
reactions. Many, -with travel on 
their mind, may get better results 
with short trips. Romantic fires 
glow toward the evening hours. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) There 
is an element of hick tied to most 
things that you do today. Check on 
a legal docu m ent that muat be com- 
pl et ed. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Part of this day may be spent 
waiting for others to get their act 
together. Yon learn of spiritual 
values from another devotee. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jnne 21) 
Financial adjustments are needed 
to make the Budget work. Build on 
yoor ideas for profit and gain. Have 
confidence in your abilities. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JuL 21) Money problems can sink 
the ship if you don't plog up the 
leaks. Adjust credit plans. Reduce 
outflow wherever possible. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Focus on 
security and building true self- 
confidence. Social friends can be a 
crutch to lean on. Career potential 
is grinding in yoor favor. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Take 
charge of your own fixture. You are 


a self-starter and can reach your 
goals. Your career performance is 
highly rated by the competition. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Take 
advantage of your opportunity to 
build profits. Your inner feelings 
are aglow with insight and sincer- 
ity. The element of In dc is with you. 

SCORPIO (Oct. Z3 to Nov. 21) 
You meet a strong-willed individual 
who can help you. A romantic flare- 
up can have you wo nd e rin g where 
you stand. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Your ropularity is at a high 
point. An individual shares a secret. 
Stay neutral when kinky people 
pursue questionable goals. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
A problem can be solved by digging 
down into protected inner feelings 
that feed the emotions. Under- 
standing yourself will win. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Someone may be withholding infor- 
mation that you need. A member of 
the opposite sex shows you how 
much he or she cares. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You 
have been trying to ignore a prob- 
lem in the hope that it will evap- 
orate. Take firm action while you 
can still control the matter. 


SOLIHULL, England (AP) — 
Speed skater Wflf O’ReuIy steps 
out on his home ice rink Friday 
seeking the same acclaim as a 
winner that ski-jumping country- 
man Eddie Edwards received for 
being a loser at the Calgary 
Olympics. 

The 24-year-old Briton is 
favoured to win the overall men's 
title in the world short-track 
speed skating championships 

It is a sport that caught the 
public's imagination in Calgary 
where it was a demonstration 
event. But it paled in comparison 
to the publicity that followed 
Edwards, nicknamed “Eddie the 
Eagje,” who finished last in the 
two ski jump events. 

“This must be the only country 
in the world which treats its 
champions in this way,'’ O'Reilly 
said on the eve of the cham- 
pionships. “I took Olympic gold 
m what was, admittedly, only a 
demonstration event. But Eddie 
Edwards ended up with aD the 
glory and attention — for 
finishing last.” 

O'Reilly will have to race 15 
times if he is to win the indi- 
vidual, overall and relay gold 
medals. , 

He has already claimed seven 
British titles, two European 
championships and the most pre- 
stigious of them all, the Olympic 
crown. 

The sport remains a mystery to 
most Britons, but has enjoyed 
increased popularity throughout 
the rest of the world. 


DORTMUND, West Germany 
(R) — China’s Olympic stiver 
medallist Li Huifen crashed out 
of the world championships 
Thursday, beaten in her first sing- 
les match by little-known North 
Korean An Hiri-Suk. 

Two of Sweden’s world title 
winning men had to struggle in 
their first-round singles matches. 
European champion Mikael 
Appelgren needed five games to 
overcome former Irish champion 
Colum Slevin and Erik Lindh 
dropped a game against North 
Korea's Hong Snn-D. 

Li, who had been seeded to 
meet team-mate and Olympic 
champion Chen Jing in the 
women's final, put up little resist- 
ance as An won 22-20, 21-13, 
21-15 in the second round 
meeting. 

' Like all the top 16 women’s 
seeds Li, who looked in sparkliiig 
form when she helped China to 


team victory earlier in die cham- 
pionships, had been given a first- 
round bye. 

Appelgren, ranked ninth in the 
world, took two hours to subdue 
Slevin who plays in the West 
German third division. 

“I certainly didn’t underesti- 
mate Slevin whom I had played 
once before,” said Apelgren who 
lost the first two games. “I knew 
about his aggressive style which I 
don’t like very much." 

Lindh, the Olympic bronze 
medallist, was the least consistent 
Swede in the team event and 
looked below par again Thursday 
when be struggled to defeat 
Hong, ranked 126th in the world, 
21-12, 21-13. 21-23, 21-12. 

Defending world champion 
Jiang Jialiang of China treated his 
first-round tie against Australian 
Glen Tepper as little more than a 
confidence-boosting exercise af- 


ter the shock of suffering defeat 
with his compatriots in the team 
final. 

Rang, who plans to retire after: 
trying to win the title for -a third 
time, raced through his first- 
round match to win 21-9, 21-8, 
21-15. 

The women's seedings list 
looked severely depleted with 
both West German Olga Nemes, 
the European top 12 champion, 
and Norm Korea’s Cho Jong-Hiri 
joining Li on the casualty list. 

Nemes, who had been seeded 
to play in the deciding fifth quar- 
ter-finals, saved three match 
points in the deciding fifth game 
against England's Alison Gordon 
before losing. 

“This is the best win of ray 
career,” said Gordon, the En- 
glish number one.” I actually 
played the wrong type of game 
but it seemed to pay off.'* 


Taiwan to compete in China 


TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Taiwan 
and China signed an agreement 
to permit Taiwanese athletes to 
compete in sports championships 
in China for the first time in four 
decades, a Taiwanese sports offi- 
cial reported Friday. 

Chang Feng-Hsu, chairman of 
the Taiwan Olympic Committee, 
told a press conference the agree- 
ment was signed in Hong Kong 
Thursday following a series of 
secret negotiations in the British 
colony that began in February. 
He said both sides agreed to 
withhold announcement of the 
agreement until Friday. 

Officials said the agreement 
would permit Taiwan to send a 


team to compete in the Asian 
junior gymnastics championship 
which begins in Beijing April 21. 

Taiwan also plans to compete 
in next year’s Asian games in 
Beijing and 10 other international 
sports competitions in China later 
this year, officials said. 

Chang said the agreement 
would allow athletes from Taiwan 
to compete under the name 
"Cbunghwa (Chinese) Taipei.” 

He said the Chinese originally 
wanted Taiwan to compete under 
tiie name “Zhongkuo (China) 
Taipei,” but Taiwan objected be- 
cause this would have suggested 
that Taiwan was a local govern- 
ment under China. 


Lee Ching-Hwa, Secretary 
General of the Taiwan Olympic 
Committee who signed the agree- 
ment for Taiwan, told newsmen, 
“we insisted on a non-political 
name designation. Our participa- 
tion (in the sports meets in Chi- 
na) was made possible because 
the (Chinese) officials treated the 
matter with a practical dud 
reasonable attitude.” 

Ho ZhenKang, deputy chair- 
man of China’s Olympic Commit- 
tee, signed the agreement for 
China. 

Chang said the mainland 
Chinese also withdrew an earlier 
demand for their teams to com- 
pete in sports meets in Taiwan. 


National Hockey League semi-finals 


NEW YORK (AP) — Brian 
Propp’s second goal of the game 
with 51 seconds left in regulation 
capped Philadelphia’s three-goal 
third-period comeback and gave 
the Flyers a 3-2 victory over the 
Washington Capitals, evening the 
Patrick division series at one 
game apiece. 

With Washington's Dale Hun- 
ter off for slashing goalie Ron 
Hextall, Tun Kerr's shot from the 
lower left circle hit Ptopp and 
deflected past goaltender Pete 
Peeters. It was Propp’s third goal 
in two games. 

Propp had tied the score with 
8:35 remaining when he tipped 
Gord Murphy’s shot ■■ from the 
right goalpost past Peeters for a 
power-play goal. 

Washington opened the scoring 
on a power-play goal that went in 
off the skate of Dino Ciccarelli as 
time expired in the second 
period. The green light went on 
and the dock went to zero, but 
referee Rob Shick allowed the 
goal. 

Courtnall gave Washington a 

2- 0 lead 2:40 into tiie final period 
before Keith Action scored on a 
rebound for Philadelphia. 

In other league games Thurs- 
day, Pittsburgh beat New York 
7-4, Montreal defeated Hartford 

3- 2, Boston beat Buffalo 5-3, 
Calgary defeated Vancouver 5-2, 
St. Louis beat Minnesota 4-3, 
Chicago beat Detroit 5-4 and Los 
Angeles beat the Oilers 5-2. 


Penguins 7, Rangers 4 

Kevin Stevens, Rob Brown and 
Jock Callender scored in a 91- 
second span to spark a five-goal 
first period for Pittsburgh, which 
grabbed a 2-0 lead in a playoff 
series for only the fourth time in 
its history. The Penguins, in their 
first playoff since 1982, won 3-1 in 
game 1. 

NHL scoring leader Mario 
Lemieux, who had been held to; 
one assist in the first two games' 
after finis hing the regular season 
with 199 points, scored his first- 
ever playoff goal into an empty 
net with 1:06 remaining 

Canadians 3, Whalers 2 

Bobby Smith’s power-play goal 
highlighted a three-goal outburst 
in the second period for Mon- 
treal, which leads the Adams 
Division series 2-0. Montreal also 
won 6-2 Wednesday night. 

Montreal was on a power-play 
when Petr Svobqda’s point shot 
was blocked at the defence, pick- 
ed up by Mats Naslund in the slot 
and fed across to Smith at the side 
of the crease. He slapped it past 
goaltender Peter Sidorkiewicz at 
17:02 of the period. 

Bruins 5, Sabres 3 

Craig Janney and Bobby 
Carpenter scored 48 seconds 
apart early in the third period as 
the Bruins overcame a 3-0 deficit 
and evened their Aams Division 
series at 1-1. 


Janney tied the game 68 
seconds into the final period after 
John Carter’s 20-foot shot from 
the left circle hit the right goal- 
post. The puck bounced to Jan- 
ney in the slot and be beat goal- 
tender Clint Malarchuk with a 
10-foot shot. 


Carpenter's go-ahead goal 
came on a power play at 1:56 
when Malarchuk, starting his first 
game since suffering a severe 
neck wound March 22, stopped a 
shot but dropped the puck. 
Carpenter connected on a short 
shot to put the Bruins ahead 
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VICTIMS OF DEVASTATING 
FAMINE — Hungry children queue for food 
in QueUmane, Mozambique, which is host to 
thousands of refugees from rebel activities against 
the government. Mozambican Deputy Health 


Minister Jose Igreja Campos said Thursday that 
an average of 128 people were dying every day in 
remote areas of the country. 

“The number is so great that there must be 
hundreds of thousands of people affected by 
hunger,” he said, quoting information just re- 
ceived from the area. 

Thousands of displaced people are in reception 
centres in two districts, which were held until last 
year by right-wing rebels of the Mozambican 
National Resistance (MNR). 

The minister said security problems were 


hampering efforts to fly food into the area. He 
doubted whether planes could carry the quantity 
of food required and described the situation as 
extremely serious. 

The Health Ministry said 3,800 people, mainly 
children, died in a nwxleg outbreak in G3c 
district in January and February. 

A government team wiD fly to Zamberia to 
evaluate the needs in the area. 

The government, helped by the United Nations 
and scores of voluntary agencies, has a nationwide 

emergency relief programme but it has difficulty 

in reaching remote areas because of lack of roads, 
vehicles, planes and airstrips. 

The MNR regularly attacks relief convoys in 
search of food. 


Avril soldiers kill four rebels 
as sporadic fighting continues 


PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— Soldiers loyal to Haitian leader 
Lieutenant General Prosper 
Avril chased rebel soldiers into a 
house and destroyed it with can- 
non fire Thursday night, killing 
four and wounding one, a witness 
said. 

Earlier, the U.S. ambassador 
visited Avril and told him the 
United States backed his attempt 
to quell the military uprising that 
began with a failed coup Sunday, 
U.S. officials said. 

Soldiers of the presidential 
guard in an armoured car chased 
a truck carrying members of the 
elite Leopards commando unit on 
Delmas road, across town from 
the presidential palace, the wit- 
ness said on condition of anony- 


mity. 

Throughout the day, the muti- 
nous Leopards had been riding 
up and down the road, shooting 
in the air. The witness said the 
Leopards who were shot had 


stolen the tnick shortly after cur 


few began at 7 p.m. (2300 GMT) 
and ran into the house when they 
saw the presidential guards 
approaching. 

After the Leopards were kil- 
led, other Leopards attacked the 
armoured car with bazookas near 
the office of the state television, 
the witness said. The outcome of 
the battle was not known, but the 
TV stopped broadcasting shortly 
thereafter. 

The four killings, which were 
not confirmed, brought to eight 


the number of Leopards killed 
since a coup attempt against Avril 
Sunday foiled. The deep divi- 
sions in the military were seen as 
a sign that more disorder may be 
imminent. Haitian soldiers rarely 
loll each other. 

It was not known how many 
members of the 400-man 
Leopards unit were involved in 
the mutiny. Also rebelling are 
members of the 700-man Dessa- 
iines barracks, the most repres- 
sive unit in Haiti’s 7,000-man 
army. 

The rebels were in a standoff 
with Avril’s 1,000-man presiden- 
tial guard. The Dessalines bar- 
racks abuts the neo-classical 
national palace, fortified with 
anti-aircraft guns and cannons. 


Opposition unites 
to oust Takeshita 


TOKYO (R) — The leaders of 
Japan's four major opposition 
parties have formed a united 
front to drive scandal-plagued 
Premier Noboru Takeshita from 
office, which, political analysts 
say. is an increasingly likely possi- 
bility. 

The Public Broadcasting Net- 
work NHK reported Friday that 
the leaders of the Socialist Party, 
the Clean Government Party, the 
Democratic Socialist Party and 
the Social Democratic Federation 
had decided to jointly press for 
Takeshita’s ouster and a general 
election. 

The four leaders met for the 
first time more than two years as 
a result of a common perception 
that now is the most dynamic 
period in Japanese politics since 
the end of World War II. 

Political analysts said, after a 
week of damaging revelations, 
that it looked increasingly likely 
that Takeshita would to be forced 
to resign. 


Major Japanese newspapers 
Friday reported that the prime 
minister had received a further 25 
million yen ($190,000) from the 
Recruit Company, the enterprise 
at the heart of the scandal. 

Earlier in the week an aide 
admitted Takesbita's political 
support group had received 30 
million yen ($275,000) in May, 
1987. from the publishing and 
telecommunications group ac- 
cused of trying to buy business 
and political favours. 

This was in addition to the 20 
million yen ($155,000) Takeshita 
had already admitted receiving as 
a donation from Recruit. 

Analysts say a large group 
within the ruling Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) now see 
dumping Takeshita as the only 
way the party can avoid a blood- 
bath in future elections. 

Three cabinet ministers have 
been forced to resign in connec- 
tion with the Recruit scandal and 
13 businessmen and senior civil 



Noboru Takeshita 


servants have been arrested. 

"The pressure is building up 
within the LDP," said Tokyo 
University Professor Takashi fn- 
Qguchi. 

“There is a growing feeling in 
the party that with Takeshita as 
prime minister they will suffer a 
severe setback in any election 
which comes along," he said. 


Battles rage in Namibia 


OSHAKAH, Namibia (R) — Fighting between 
Namibian nationalist fighters and South African-led 
forces intensified and spread along the border with 
Angola as battles raged into their seventh day, 
security sources said Friday. 


Spokesmen in this garrison 
town said the battle zone now 
stretched across more than 400 
kilometres of raid bush land 
along Namibia’s northern border. 

The past 24 hours saw some of 
the bloodiest clashes since the 
South West Africa People’s 
Organisation (SWAPO) began its 
bush war against South African 
rule in the territory 23 .years ago, 
according to security forces. 

Namibian police put the latest 
SWAPO death toll at 259, while 
24 policemen and two soldiers 
were killed. 

SWAPO said Thursday it had 
lost fewer than 40 fighters and put 
security force deaths much 
higher. 

Chief Inspector Derek Bnine 
of the Namibian police said civi- 
lians had told security forces the 
resistance fighters would not stop- 
fighting “until everything is 
finished." 


m 


More corpses were bron 
Friday to the mortuary at 
kali, already piled high with war- 
mutilated bodies. Civilians said 
slain fighters were being left to 
rot in the sun, sometimes for 
days. 

“It is our policy to bring any 
bodies from the fighting to Osha- 
kati for a proper post mortem,” 
Brume told a press briefing. “But 
in these circumstances we have 
jnst not been able to muster the 
forces to do this as all our men 
are out.” 


Botha in Windhoek 


South African Foreign Minister 
Pik Botha arrived in Windhoek 
Friday for talks on ending the 
bush warfare. 

Botha, accompanied by De- 
fence Minister Magnus Malan 
and a 10-man team of officials, 
flew in to Windhoek and told 
reporters: “We have just landed. 


we are going to start talking now. 
I cannot say beforehand what will 
be achieved.” 

Asked if he would stick to a‘ 
South African ultimatum for 
SWAPO fighters to lay down 
their aims by Saturday or be 
busted down mercilessly, Botha 
shrugged and said: “That box 
most be unlocked." 

The fighting broke out April I, 
ttbe day a U.N. peace and inde- 
pendence plan came into opera- 
tion is Namibia, had risen sharply 
in the past 24 hours. 

Directly after landing the 
South African delegation headed 
for emergency talks with Finnish 
diplomat Maitti Ahtisaari, head 
of the U.N. peacekeeping mis- 
sion, whose plans have been 
thrown into chaos by the fighting. 

South Africa, in an account 
which has been generally 
accepted, says the clashes began 
after SWAPO tried to infiltrate 
1,500 fighters across the border 
from Angola. 

SWAPO maintains that its 
fighters did not cross the Angolan 
frontier but were already made 
Namibia. 

It says they were attacked by 


Namibian security forces while 
preparing to hand .themselves 
over to U.N. peacekeeping 

forces. 

The U.N., itself under heavy 
foe for not having all of its forces 
in place in Namibia April 1, has 
said in its wwtial inquiry into the 
violence that there was a SWA- 
PO incursion from Angola. 

. Members of the Namibian 
police told reporters Friday four 
of their colleagues were killed 
Thursday in an ambush near 
Eeshana, 10 kilometres south of 
foe Angolan bender. 

Four South African Impala jets 
screamed over foe territory, straf- 
ing foe ambush site and Wiling 17 
fighters, South African govern- 
.ment-radio reported Friday. 

Bruae said Thursday night that 
SWAPO infiltration into Namibia 
was continuing ypd foe fighters 
were armed with mortars, 
ground-to-air missiles, anti-tank 
rockets and at least one heavy 
cannon. 

Another clash Thursday, ; one 
of the most severe, claimed 34 
SWAPO lives, police spokesman 
Kierie du Rand said tn Win- 
dhoek. 


North 
takes the 
stand 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Oliver 
North, taking the stand for the 
first time in his Iran-contra trial, 
has testified he merely followed 
orders during the time the U.S. 
government secretly sold arms to 
Iran and diverted funds to 
Nicaraguan rebels. 

At one point during his testi- 
mony Thursday, the ex-White 
House aide was asked by his 
attorney if then-President Ronald 
Reagan had designated him to 
help the Nicaraguan rebels, also 
known as contras. 

But North was stopped before 
be could answer the question 
when prosecution lawyers ob- 
jected and the judge sustained 
the objection. 

Asked who told him to give 
secret assistance to foe rebels, 
North Darned former National 
'I'Seauity adviser Robert McFar- 
larte, McFarfane’s then-deputy, 
John Poindexter and the late 



Oliver North 


Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) Director William Casey. 


Earlier Thursday, North’s 
lawyers read foe jury a lengthy 
statement that said George Bush 
had played a role asintennediaiy 
in Reagan's secret effort to aid 
the Nicaraguan rebels after Con- 
gress banned official U.S. help. 

The jury beard that Bush, then 
vice president, personally told the 
Honduran president in 1985 that 
extra aid was being funnelled to 
his country. In earlier testimony, 
McFariane has said that foe aid 
was part of a secret agreement 


calling for Honduras to help-foe 
contras. 

At the White House, Press 
Secretary Marlin Fitzwater said, 
“We can't say anything. It would 
become a part of the case." 

North faces 12 felony charges 

During the seventh week of his 
trial, he testified that be had been 
ordered by his superiors to keep- 
silent about his role in keeping 
the rebels going after foe cutoff 
of official aid. 

“I was told not to tell any- 
body,” North said. “I was parti- 
cularly admonished" to keep sec- 
ret “that another country was 
providing millions of dollars to 
help foe contras." 

North described himself as an 
orders-obeying marine who had 
planned to return to Camp Le- 
jeune to command a battalion 
when top officials in the Reagan 
administration enlisted him to 
run the secret contra operation in 
1984. 


Soviets to halt 
uranium output 


LONDON (R) — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev said Friday 
his country wfll stop producing 
uranium used to make nuclear 
weapons. 

He made the announcement in 
a speech at Loudon’s Guildhall 
near foe end of his 40-hour visit 
to Britain. 

“I take foe opportunity to in- 
form you of our decision, taken 
recently, to cease production as 
of this year of enriched weapon- 
grade ur anium ,” he said, 

Gorbachev, with British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher sit- 
ting alongside, said this would be 
done by shutting down two nuc- 
lear reactors in 1989 and 1990, 
which would not be replaced. 

“This is yet another major step 
towards foe wrapping up of pro- 
duction of fissionable materials 
for use in nuclear weapons," he 
declared. 

The announcement was foe 
only major revelation in Gor- 
bachev’s 25-mimite speech, in 
which he had been expected to 
explain his concept of a common 
European home. 

But he made no reference to 
this topic, which has become a 
major theme of Soviet foreign 
policy over the past year. 

The 58-year-old Soviet leader, 
the first Kremlin chief to be 
invited to speak in foe historic 
centre of London’s financial dis- 
trict, used his address to deliver 
an implicit appeal to foe United 
States to resume negotiations on 
cutting strategic nuclear 
weapons. 


Queen accepts 
invitation . 


Queen Elizabeth wffl make 
the first visit to foe Soviet 
Union by a B rit i sh monarch 
since the 1917 Bolshevik re- 
volution after accepting an in- 
vttatfoa from Mikhail Gor- 
bachev Friday., 

Buckingham Palace she 
agreed to a visit but indicated 
to the Soviet leader over leach 
at Windsor Castle it could take 
some y e ar s to arrange ft. A 
statement said the queen 
H»nnh— i Gorbachev and ex- 
plained that her programme 
was fixed several years in adv- 
ance. She “hoped it would be 
possible to take op the invita- 
tion in due course.” 


The administration of Presi- 
dent George Bush, which took 
office in January, has delayed foe 
resumption of strategic arrhs 
'ART) 


(START) talks in Geneva while it 
reviews its entire foreign pob'ey. 

Gorbachev said START was 
for Moscow “at foe top of foe 
agenda of our relations with foe 
United States.” 

He added: “We are ready to 
resume negotiations at any time.” 
In talks with Thatcher Thurs- 
day he expressed concern at the 
delay in START, which under the 
previous administration of 
Ronald Reagan had moved dose 
to an agreement to halve foe two 
superpowers’ strategic arsenals. 


‘Cold fusion’ details made public 


AMSTERDAM (Agencies) — A 
aentific magazine 


prestigious scientii 
Thursday published two scien- 
tists* first detailed account of foe 
“cold fusion" experiment which 
they say coold provide a key to 
low-cost nuclear energy. 

Martin Fleischmaon and Stan- 
ley Pons stunned scientists last 
month by saying they had 
achieved nuclear fusion at room 
temperature using ordinary 
laboratory equipment. 

In their eight- page article for 
foe Journal of Electr ©analytical 
Chemistry and Interfacial Elec- 
trochemistry, they wrote: “We 
realise that the results reported 
here raise more questions than 
they provide answers." 

They added: “they most sur- 
prising feature of our results is ... 
that the bulk of the energy result 
is due to a hitherto unknown 
nuclear process or processes." 

The journal released early 
copies of its April 10 issue with 


foe report by Fleisdimann, of 
Britain’s Southampton Universi- 
ty, and Pons, head of the Uni- 
versity of Utah’s chemistry de- 
partment. 

They describe five variations of 
their experiment, using various 
sizes of palladium rods and plates 


in heavy water at 300 degrees 

(r J ‘ : — J - ~ 


Kelvin (27 degrees centigrade or 
81 degrees Fahrenheit). 

They ran electric current 
through the palladium which was 
in a solution of heavy water and 
the lithium compound liod. The 
palladium absorbed so much 
deuterium from foe decomposing 
heavy water that foe atoms of foe 
metal began to fuse. 


vapourised and part of the cup- 
board housing foe experiment 
was destroyed. 

“We urge the use of extreme 
caution in such experiments. A 
possible interpretation ... is in 
terms of ignition," they wrote. 

Their results showed that foe 
larger the rod of palladium, foe 
more energy was generated. The 
largest rod was 2.5 centimetre 
(One inch) long with a diameter 
of 0.4 centimetre (one-sixth of an 
inch). 

Until now nuclear fusion has 
been achieved only at a tempera- 
ture dose to that of foe sun or in 
atom bombs. 


Fizzled experiment 


At least one independent 
attempt to produce nuclear fusion 
in a jar of water has fizzled so far, 
diminishing hopes raised two 
weeks ago of an amazing and 
limitless source of power. 


“We are very sceptical," said 
Chemist Mark S. Wright on of 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 


nology. “We’ve done foe experi- 
s, and we 


“It is inconceivable that this 
could be due to anything but 
nuclear processes," they wrote. 

When they tried using a one 
centimetre cube (0.06 of a cubic 
inch) of palladium, a substantial 
part of foe metal fused, some of it 


Twenty scientists from foe 
Dutch Foundation for foe Fun- 
damental Research of matter said 
after reading foe article that it 
contained important information 
for basic research but was unlike- 
ly to provide a quick, cheap 
source of energy. 


ment now for 10 days, and we 
don’t see anything exceptional.' 

Wrighton began his experiment 
March 27, four days after Fleis- 
rJimann and Pons announced 
their results. However, Wrighton 
said his work does not conclusive- 
ly prove their approach is woith- 


“If nuclear fusion occurs, it is 
at a very low level and our detec- 
tors aren’t sensitive enough, or it 
takes longer than 10 days, or it 
doesn’t work," Wrighton said. 


Japanese tourists cram crowded skies 


By Karen Lowry Miller 

Rearer 


TOKYO — Japanese flocking 
overseas to sightsee, seek the 
sun and shop are helping cut 
Japan's contentious trade sur- 
plus. but packed-to-capacity 
airports are threatening to curb 
the boom. 

A record 8.43 million 
Japanese travelled abroad in 
1988. up 23 per cent from the 
year before, government fi- 
gures show. 

The growing strength of the 
yen since late 1985 spurred 
Japanese to travel abroad, 
making a hop overseas a status 
symbol but no longer a luxury. 

Single working women in 
their 20s with few financial 
obligations — many of them 
clerical workers called “OL" 
for “office ladies” — make up 


one of the largest groups of 
travellers freely spending 
abroad, travel agents say. 

“The OL Is doing more to cut the 
Japanese trade account surplus 
than all the politicians put 
together,” said Kenneth Cour- 
tis. senior economist at DB 
Capital Markets (Asia). 

In early March, the Finance 
Ministry reported a current 
account surplus of $1.73 billion 
for January, unadjusted for in- 
flation, down from a surplus of 
$3.51 billion a year earlier. 

Economists said tourist 
spending abroad during foe 
new year holidays pushed the 
current account figure, which 
includes trade in services as 
well as goods, much lower than 
expected. 

“Last year, overseas tours 
became cheaper than domestic 
tours," said Japan travel 


bureau spokesman Natsuhiko 
Yashiro. 

A five-day package tour to 
Guam runs to 90,000 yen 
($685) while a similar trip to 
Okinawa, Japan's south- 
ernmost island, averages closer 
to 110,000 ($840), he said. 

That’s good news for helping 
redress trade imbalances. The 
Japan Travel Bureau estimates 
that Japanese tourists spend 
350,000 yen ($2,650) per trip 
beyond an average 200,000 yen 
($1,500) package tour. 

The United States — espe- 
cially Hawaii, California and 
foe territory of Guam — is the 
most popular destination, fol- 
lowed by Taiwan and South 
Korea. Australia and Europe 
are gaining. 

One 25-year-oid magazine 
editor who went to Italy in 
January will go to Hong Kong 


in April and Europe again in 
July. She said she always bolds 
a return ticket to Hong Kong. 

“I like to shop, but Fve 
already bought most of what I 
want," said Junko Tonuma. 
“Now I go abroad to eat good 
food and to walk through foe 
streets to get to know foe 
people.” 

But even if tourists have foe 
yen, the skies have a limit. 

Tokyo's main international 
airport is operating at full 
capacity and planned airports 
near Osaka and Nagoya are 
still several years from comple- 
tion. 

“The problem is, how are 
they going to fit all these peo- 
ple in,” said Jim Doherty, 
transportation analyst for Jar- 
dine Fleming Securities. 

On March 26, foe Trans- 
portation Ministry boosted foe 


limit on daily arrivals and de- 
partures at Narita from 330 
flights to 340. 

“The airlines pushed the 
government to aad slots be- 
cause there are so many cus- 
tomers,” a Narita official said. 

But expansion plans, includ- 
ing a new terminal and two 
more runways, are being de- 
layed by strong opposition 
from local residents, many of 
whom fought pitched battles 
with the police in a bid to stop 
the airport from being bttilt in 
the first place. 

“Until more capacity is 
made available at Narita, 
further expansion of service is 
impossible,” said Geoffrey 
Tudor, spokesman for Japan 
Air Lines (JAL), Japan's main 
carrier. 

Instead, JAL is juggling 
flights to match demand for 


sightseeing in Europe and 
koala-bear watching in Au- 
stralia. 

Aviation authorities say they 
also aim to provide private 
charters from regional air- 
fields. 

Airline officials note that 
Japanese tend to cram foeir 
holidays into peak travel times, 
particularly national holidays 
at new year, early May and 
mid-August. 

Yashiro said that for “Gol- 
den Week” in early May — a 
week of national holidays — 


demand is up 50 per cent over 
last year. Ail packages to afl 


destinations have been booked 
since early February and wait- 
ing lists are long. 

It was hoped that official 
prodding for people to take 
vacations to allay Western cri- 
ticism that Japanese work too 


hard would scatter travel times 
a little more evenly, a trans- 
port ministry official said. 

Tourists stifl pack the buses 
for foe two-hour ride to Narita 
airport around busy, national 
holidays, and 58 per cent of 
Japanese overseas tourists still 
go for five or fewer days. 

But they are becoming less 
rigid. “We may soon see a 
golden fortnight,” Tudor said. 

And while Japanese hon- 
eymooneis still flock to Hawaii 
in group packages, the con- 
tinued strength of the yen 
means foal people who before 
only dreamed of travelling — 
parents with children and older 
couples — are lining op as 
well. . 

“It used to be easy to name 
the trend,” said Yashiro. 

' “Now, everybody ' is going 
everywhere.” 



Jmeldatokeep 
Marcos forever 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
The wife of ousted Mippine 
President Ferdinand Marcos 
plans to embalm her siting hus- 
band upon his death and keep hjs 
body on display in Hawaii uzrtfl 
she scatter his ashes over foe 
Philippines to “fertilise his couth 
try,” a Manila newspaper re- 
ported Tuesday. “Not only will it 
be a political statement, ft will be 
a spectacle — an international 
spectacle to have Marcos (lift in 
state) here,” Imelda Marcos told 
the Businesswoiid is an interview 
at the Marcotes’ Honolulu home 
over the weekend. “HP keep 
Marcos here until 1992. Then I’ll 
bring ham home," said Mrs. Mar- 
cos, referring to the year when, 
president Corazon Aquino’s cur- 
rent six-year term ends and a new 
presidential election is held in the 
Philippines. 


More funds for 

Habitat 


AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Former 
President Jimmy Carter and 
country singer Willie Nelson 
appeared at a fund-raiser for 
Habitat for Humanity, foe home- 
building project Carter has been 
involved with since he' left the- 
White House. Carter said build- 


ing homes for the poor is a 
f relii 


concrete example of religious 
faith. “Habitat gives us a chance 
to put our religious faith into 
practice more than anything I 
have ever seen,, and to break 
down the chasm that sometimes 
exists between fortunate people 
like us on the one hand - and 
people who have never had a 
decent home on the other,” Car- 
ter told reporters before going to 
a SlOQ-a-tickct reception. Habitat 
for H umani ty is an ecumenical 
organisation that builds homes 
and sells them to low-income 
families at no profit. 


$550,000 raised 
for AIDS research 


MIAMI (AP) — With Sophia 
Loren as the guest of honour, 
about 750 people attended a din- 
ner and musical extravaganza 
that raised an estimated $550,000 
to house an AIDS research prog- 
ramme. Melanie Griffith, star of 
foe movie Working Girl, and her 
mother, Tippi Hedren, were 
hosts of “an extraordinary even- 
ing with Sophia Loren and' 
friends’’ on Williams Island, 
where Loren has a home. Actors 
Anthony Perkins, Cliff Robert- 
son and Robert Goulet were 
among about 50 celebrities 
attending. Organisers said pro- 
ceeds will go toward building a 
$5-mfllion facility of the Universi- 
ty of Miami’s- comprehensive 
AIDS programme Dr. Margaret 
Fischl, the university’s AIDS 
programme director, praised Ms. 
Loren for helping fight stigma 
and apathy toward acquired im- 
mune deficiency syndrome 
(AIDS). 


Stars honour 
Spielberg 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Holly- 
wood stars turned out by foe 
hundreds to honour director 
Steven Spielberg at a gala to raise 
money to build the American 
Cinematheque Arts Complex. 
Faye Dunaway. Victoria Princip- 
al, John Travolta, Goldie Hawn, 
Tim Matheson and directors Bar- 
ry Levinson and Sydney PoDack 
joined studio executives, agents 
and publicists at the fourth 
annual Moving Picture Ball at the 
Century Plaza Hotel. “Steven 
Spielberg has truly put foe heart 
back into film and foe 
back into theatres,” said Gary 
Essert, Cinematheque founder 
and artistic director. The Cine- 
matheque, a non-profit, viewer- 
sponsored cultural Or ganis ation, 
is building an arts complex of 
theatres and galleries next door 
to Mann’s Chinese Theatre in 
Hollywood. Proceeds from the 
fund-raiser were not ann ounced. 
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